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Rector’s Ramblings

During the last month a phrase has been rattling around in my head;
a bit like what is commonly described as an ear worm, or a song that
once you've heard remains in your consciousness for a long time.

It's a question from a teacher of the law in Luke’s gospel chapter 10
verse 29 ‘And who is my neighbour?’

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.
“Teacher,” he asked, “what must | do to inherit eternal life?”

Verse 26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read
it?”

Verse 27 He answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your
mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’

Verse 28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and
you will live.”

Verse 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And
who is my neighbour?”

Jesus being affirmed by many as being the greatest storyteller in
history responds by telling the parable of the Good Samaritan. A
parable that deliberately and directly reveals attitudes of the heart in
the religious leaders that who would worry more about becoming
ritually unclean than stopping to help someone in need.

In the parable it's a Samaritan who stops, binds up the injured
person’s wounds, takes him to an inn and takes care of him. The next
day he gives the innkeeper two denari and instructs them to care for
him until he returns and any extra expense will be repaid. It's the
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ending statement that reveals the attitude of his heart and exposes
the selfish and hardened hearts of the established authorities which
was often the backdrop to Jesus’ teaching.

| can’t help but wonder if sometimes we are so busy moving from one
thing to the next that we miss what’s right in front of us, and some-
times in that busyness we don’t see or acknowledge the suffering and
struggles of those closest to us. My prayer is that God will give us
eyes to see, ears to hear and hearts to respond with compassion and
love, and that our communities will be places of healing, acceptance
and grace.
Every Blessing

Suzan
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thank all those who generously donated bottles and kindly supported the
stall. Our grateful thanks also to the volunteers who came to man the stand
throughout the day. A special thank you to Suzan, our Rector, for having the
idea of distributing leaflets to families about Messy Church at Whittington as
they visited the stall. Indeed, it was a successful day all round, and so nice to
be back at the Show after all these years!

Thank you, Mark and Ruth Jones
Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of July 2022

HOLY BAPTISM

“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”

3" July 2022 Shem Michael Murray Stokes
and Ella-Raine Mary Stokes
both of West Place, Gobowen

17" July 2022 Ella Mary Reed of Castle Street

315 July 2022 Reuben Charles Franks of Victoria Close, Oswestry

HOLY MATRIMONY

We sent our Best Wishes to:-

30" July 2022 Dean John Graham
and Caroline Elizabeth Tomley
both of Houghton Close, Chester

“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace” C\ d
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14" July 2022 Rosemary Shirley Parsons
aged 76 of Fitzalan Close,
Babbinswood

The real art of conversation is not only to say the right thing at the right
time, but also to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting moment. —
Dorothy Nevill :

HARVEST LUNCH

On

Sunday 25" SEPTEMBER

In the |

’ Senior Citizens’ Hall {1 |
12:30 for 1:00pm

Tickets £12 Adults - £5 Children (12 and under)
Tickets now available from the Churchwardens

A BAR WILL BE AVAILABLE

As always, this event is open to anyone wishing to
join us

However, for the purposes of catering it is
important that we know in advance how many to
cater for, so please reserve your seat with one of

the Churchwardens no later than
Thursday 22" September

RAFFLE in aid of AIR AMBULANCE

Hearing is not believing — A wise schoolteacher sent this
note to all parents on the first day of school: “If you promise
not to believe everything your child says happens at school,
I’ll promise not to believe everything he or she says happens at home.”




ENJOYING A VERY SPECIAL CELEBRATION

Congratulations and our very best wishes go to Cissie Lokier on reaching her
100™ birthday on Sunday 14™ August. Cissie was joined by members of her
family for a celebration lunch at Brookfield Farm to mark her very special
day.

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club — Recycled Teenagers

At the beginning of August, we sadly lost three of our club members. One
was Richard Catchpole who, although not a member for very long, had
supported most of our events, being a regular at the White Lion and at the
coffee mornings along with our day trips out, accompanied by his wife
Doreen. I first met Richard when they came along on my parish holiday to
Ayr; if I remember correctly, he celebrated a birthday whilst there. Richard
will be sadly missed; he had a great sense of humour and enjoyed some fun.
Shirley Parsons has also passed away, a dear friend of Wenna Lloyd; sadly,
we had not seen Shirley for some time due to her failing health. Sadly,
Frank Gray passed away on 8™ August after suffering for a long time. Frank
loved company and enjoyed coming to the club very much, joining in
everything; our thoughts and sympathy go out to Carole, one of our
committee members.

I apologise again if parts of my entry are repetitive, but there are new readers
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picking up a copy of The Ripple now and again who find interesting things
happening and come along to see what we are about.

The Monday 2:00pm Whist sessions are for regular players and anyone
wishing to learn, just pop in, you will be made very welcome by Liz Corrin;
there is a small charge of £1.50. This is a small gathering and more players
would be very welcome. On the first Wednesday in the month at 7:30pm
Carol and Derek Pope run another opportunity to play; this has now been
going for three months and there has been a gradual increase in the number
of people attending, with 7 tables in August, however there is always room
for more. There is a small charge of £2.50 to cover tea/coffee and biscuits.
Both Monday afternoons and the Wednesday evening are open to everyone,
not just members of the club.

The weekly 10:00am Thursday coffee mornings ‘

continue to be very popular; we have a good natter and

catch up and once again membership is not a requirement. Currently around
20 members and friends come along; two weeks running there were 30 of us
nattering and putting the world to rights. We enjoy celebrating birthdays —
with cake and maybe a glass of something. Donations of biscuits, tea, coffee
or milk are very welcome. We finish when the person washing up starts
collecting the mugs! we ask that you pay just £1.50. It is not too late to
become a re-cycled Teenager, and the fee is still only £10 for the year.

The line dance classes continue with Steve Mason on Monday between 7:30
—9:00pm, the cost is £6 per session for upper beginners and improvers, call
him on 07963662426 for details. Steve always welcomes both new dancers
and those that may not have danced for some time. Sonya holds Excercise
Classes on a Wednesday afternoon 1:30 — 2:30pm; this is great fun and is
open to all ages and capabilities. The excercises can be done sitting on a
chair or standing as the class progresses; come along and give it a go for just
£5 a class; regulars please note the revised cost. Eleanor Moss will restart her
after school junior ballet classes on Thursday afternoons when the school
reopens after the summer holidays.

Tuesday 27" September is the date of the next monthly lunch at the White
Lion. These have to be booked in advance, the cost is currently £10 per
person and includes a two-course meal plus a cup of tea or coffee. I must
emphasise that once a lunch has been ordered it must be paid for as the club
9



will be expected to pay for the meal should you not turn up. Please contact
ME on 01691 662236 if you wish to join us. Membership of the club is not a
necessity, if you would like to join us one month, you do not have to commit
indefinitely. Many people that do attend end up becoming a member of the
club — we are a friendly bunch.

We are looking forward to a day trip to Southport on 6™ September, the cost
1s £25.00 — the more the merrier — maybe we will get to see the sea. Pick-ups
will be at the usual points starting at Risehill at 9:30am

The following events are planned for the future:

4" October  Harvest Lunch— £12 pp and to include ham and beef
accompanied by salads, followed by a sweet and cheese and
biscuits. If anyone would like to contribute a salad, a fruit
crumble or pie or biscuits for the cheese, they would be very
welcome

November 26™ — Coffee and Mince Pie morning — entry by donations

December 6" — Christmas Tea

December 13" — Christmas Lunch — The Rugby Club, Park Hall

Gillian Roberts Secretary 01691 662236

Going off to Uni

This month thousands of young people will be pre-
paring themselves for the exciting prospect of going
off to what they all call “Uni’ in the autumn but
leaving parents, grand-parents and godparents with a mixture of pride and
apprehension. This is a major step in life: leaving home, making new friends,
study without compulsion and the heady gift of ‘freedom’.

For parents, there are a few basic rules that it is well to adopt. Firstly, don’t
get too involved in the choice of university. Modern students are a savvy
bunch and they do talk to their teachers; they know their way around the
internet and social media and are highly likely to correctly identify the
‘right’ course and place for themselves.

Secondly, be available (on the end of a phone) but leave them space to make
the odd silly mistake. Make sure they carry on their person the number of a
reliable taxi service, for that occasion when they find themselves in the early
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hours and far from their digs. Thirdly, don’t worry about their being
‘lonely’. The average student makes a friend or two in the first ten minutes
of arriving in their digs — and sometimes it’s for life!

Look forward to their coming home for the odd weekend, probably with
some washing, but don’t regret it when they go back. In fact, enjoy the

experience at second-hand. And lastly, there’s a lot to be said for a little
daily prayer for them.

SOUP LUNCH AT THE RECTORY,
CASTLE STREET

ON THE FOLLOWING THURSDAYS
AT 12:00 NOON
29™ SEPTEMBER

CONTACT SUZAN FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO BOOK
YOUR PLACE:

revwilliams1991@icloud.com
01691 238658

DO YOU STILL USE A PIGGY BANK?

Even in old age many of us put-aside particular coins when they appear in
our change. The use of somewhere to store money goes back into ancient
history; even 700 years ago in the 15 century people used plates or pots to
store what money they had, and often these household items were made from
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an affordable clay called ‘pygg’ and were referred to as a ‘pygy’ bank or
pot.

During Saxon times vowels had different sounds to them, therefore Pygg
would be pronounced as Pug. However, soon after
the pronunciation of ‘y’ changed from a ‘u’ to an ‘I’,
making clay ‘Pygg’ and the animal pig sound the
same. As both words sounded the same, English
potters then began to shape ‘pygg’ pots into the shape
of pigs, and people slowly forgot that ‘pygg’ referred
to the clay and the name has stuck. So, few of these | _—
early ‘pygg’ jars have survived because to get at the e

coins you would have to smash the jar. 16" century Tudor money box

The oldest Western find of a money box dates from the 2™ century BC, in
the Greek colony of Priene in modern-day Turkey, and is shaped as a
miniature Greek temple with a slit in the pediment. Money boxes of various
forms have been excavated in Pompeii and Herculaneum as well as Roman
Britain excavations.

Happy Birthday Hadrian’s Wall
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1900 years ago, from 13™ September 122 to 128, Hadrian’s Wall was built,
covering nearly 80 miles from coast to coast in northern England marking
the northern limit of the Roman Empire. The Roman Emperor, Hadrian,
wanted to separate the Romans from ‘the barbarians.’

In pre-Christian England the Picts — from Scotland, or Caledonia — were a
real threat, often raiding Roman territories, using what we would call guerilla
12

warfare to steal cattle and capture slaves in a province far from the centre of
the empire. But the Wall also served to encourage trading with those outside,
and enable the Romans to tax anyone who entered their territory.

Hadrian had a mixed reputation as Emperor. Described by historian Edward
Gibbon as one of the “five good emperors”, he was regarded by many as a
benevolent dictator but by others as remote (he did spend a great deal of time
away from Rome) and authoritarian, sometimes generous and sometimes
cruel. He was certainly ambitious. He was responsible for putting down the
Bar Kokhba revolt in Judea (132-136) in an almost genocidal way. More
than half a million Jews perished, and many more died of starvation or
disease. This is a critical event in the history of the Jewish people.

Today the Wall remains the largest surviving archaeological feature from
Roman Britain, and an amazing feat of engineering through difficult country
—though only 10% of it remains still visible. It is sometimes mistakenly
thought to mark the English-Scottish border, but in fact most of
Northumberland is north of the wall. Tim Lenton

The Rectory
St. James the Least of All

Your church certainly seems to have taken to the idea
of green electricity with a vengeance. To have covered the whole of your
roof with solar panels was a brave move, and it makes quite a sight —
especially when the sun catches them, dazzling motorists on the by-pass and
causing multiple pile-ups. I pity the local pigeons, who try to land on it and
then do a gentle glissade into the gutters.

I know there have been objections to your proposal to erect a wind turbine in
your car park — although no one could claim that it spoils the aesthetic
appearance of your church. Nothing, my dear Darren, could do that.

May I humbly offer you some further suggestions for reducing your
electricity consumption. If you cut your sermons by half, then everyone
could go home 20 minutes earlier. Similarly, if you only sang each chorus
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once instead of your customary 17 times, that should cut your service times
in half. And why have lighting so good that everyone can see everyone else?
That is the last thing our own congregation ever want to do.

I raised the issue at our last church council meeting, but having only recently
gone on to electricity, there seemed little enthusiasm for yet more change.
Major Hastings still fondly remembers our old acetylene plant in the
churchyard, destroyed during one Mattins when the verger was unaware of
the gas leak and lit up a cigarette. We still occasionally find pieces of his
cassock when mowing the grass.

Mr Prentice, with a slightly malicious gleam, suggested building a treadmill,
to be worked by the Young Farmers — which would also keep them out of the
pub while Evensong was taking place. I couldn’t help feeling that our Ladies
Group would have far more determination to keep the thing rotating —
probably providing enough energy to light the entire County. I was tempted
to suggest we invite the vicar from our adjoining parish, St Agatha’s, to
preach every Sunday, as that would fill our church with more than enough
hot air.

I finally stopped all further discussion on the subject when a solar panel

consultant arrived at the Rectory and began his sales pitch with the phrase:
“I’ve come to convert you”.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace

Highest temperatures ever recorded!

=P ” Have you found these recent heatwaves unbearable,
L uncomfortable? Well 100 years ago on 13" September
> ﬂ * 1922 the highest temperature ever recorded in the world

- was reported to be 57.7 Centigrade (136 Fahrenheit) in
Y- Al’ Aziziyah in Libya.

This record stood, despite various challenges but was eventually decertified
by the World Meteorological Organisation in 2012, which believed there was
a faulty reading. It was replaced by a record of 134F (56.7C), taken not in
these heady days of climate crisis, but back in July 1913, at the aptly named
Furnace Creek Ranch in Death Valley, California.
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There are many other examples of temperatures near to 60C going as far
back as 1909 (Cherokee, Oklahoma) and 1966 (Sonora, Mexico). The WMO
is an agency of the United Nations responsible for promoting international
co-operation on atmospheric science, climatology, hydrology and
geophysics.

Temperature peaks are measured in three major ways: air, ground, and
through satellite observation. Of these, air measurements are used as
standard because of the persistent unreliability of ground and satellite
readings. Since these measurements generally are taken of necessity in
extreme conditions, they are frequently challenged, and a great deal of
uncertainty remains.

For comparison purposes, the hot weather in the UK in July this year peaked
at 40.3C (104.5F), at Coningsby, Lincolnshire, on the 19" of that month.
Many schools closed.

Tim Lenton

Tu-wit-tu-woo!
The Tawny Owl is probably our most
(1ARI§(;I()R familiar owl; children grow up learning
GOD’S ACRE that tawny owls say ‘tu-wit-tu-woo’
although this is not the call of one bird.
The familiar call is a duet between the female who starts
with the harsh ‘kee-vik’ which is then followed by the male with the deeper
‘w00-ho000’. At this time of year, you may hear a lot of owl calls as the
young are noisily driven from their natal territory by their parents. Each
existing territory they pass through will elicit much calling, shrieking and
hooting. This is a dangerous time for the young owls and many will die,
driven from hunting grounds by resident birds before they reach their first
year. Once they do find a suitable territory, which is likely to be only a few
kilometres from their place of birth, they may remain in it all year round for
the rest of their lives, making them one of our most sedentary birds.

Tawny owls are a bird of woodland, choosing to nest within chimney-like
holes within large trees. As with many woodland species, churchyards can be
good places for them, containing a range of habitats full of food as well as
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