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Rectors Ramblings

Dear Friends,

As | sit down to write this month’s edition of Rectors Ramblings its
very windy outside and there is a definite autumnal feel in the air. The
darker nights are drawing in and the ‘C’ (meaning Christmas!) word is
being mentioned much more frequently than some of us would like.
Last weekend | found myself popping into a craft fair at West Felton
village hall and there were lots of little trinkets and hand-made gifts to
buy and some very yummy cakes.

Interestingly | found myself having a similar conversation with a
couple of people that I'd ended up having with two or three
stallholders at a craft fair at Whittington Castle just a couple of weeks
before. They had initially started making either wax melts, candles, or
beautiful resin shaped glass items, including a beautiful heart that |
fell in love with and now don’t want to give away. They found the time
spent being creative aided their own mental health and well-being.

One lady said she found it helped her to feel less stressed and
anxious.

I've found myself wondering why at times we feel a pang of guilt, as if
we're being selfish, doing something that we enjoy that brings us
pleasure. I'm a firm believer in a balanced approach to life. So,
whether it's a lovely walk in the autumnal sunshine that we've had of
late, or picking up those paints and brushes that have been in the
back of a cupboard for a while, let’s take the time and make the effort
to do those things that bring us joy and pleasure.

| know for some in our community this first winter will be hard being
the first without someone dear to you. We will be hosting our annual

‘Remembering Service’ on the 6" of November at 6:30pm at St
2

Michael's church in West Felton. This will be an opportunity to pause
and be in a safe space to express that deep sadness that inevitably
we feel when someone is no longer physically present with us. We
will also be reading out a list of names of those we love and have

died. If you would like your loved one’s name to be included, please
let me know.

Every Blessing

Suzan
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ALL SAINTS’ DAY
Whittington Church of England School re-opens
after the Half Term break

2:00pm Praise and Play in church

7:30pm Monthly Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall,

£2.50 including light refreshments
9:30am Holy Communion
THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT

11:00am Parish Communion
6:30pm ‘Remembering Service’ at West Felton church;
further details on page 10

10:30am-12:00 noon Cameo in church (Come and Meet Each Other)
2:00pm Praise and Play in church

7:00pm Whittington WI meets in the Community Centre
with a flower arranging demonstration

9:30am Holy Communion

7:00 for 7:30pm Whittington Cricket/Bowls Club Quiz night at the
Cricket Club; further details page 8

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT -
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

10:30am Service of Remembrance with two minutes
silence at 11:00am and the laying of wreaths

4:00pm Messy Church
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LAST DAY for magazine material for the December edition of
of “The Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 5 Boot
Street, Whittington — eaw4@btinternet.com

10:30am-12:00 noon Cameo in church (Come and Meet Each Other)

12:00 noon Whittington Senior Citizens’ Club Fish and Chip

lunch in their hall; further details on page 10-12

2:00pm Praise and Play in church
9:30am Holy Communion

CHRIST THE KING - LAST SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT

11:00am Parish Communion
6:30pm Informal Service

10:30am-12:00 noon Cameo in church (Come and Meet Each Other)

12:00 noon Whittington Senior Citizens monthly lunch at the

White Lion; further details on page 10-12

2:00pm Praise and Play in church

9:30am Holy Communion

12:00 noon Soup Lunch at the Rectory; contact Suzan to book
your place

7:30pm Whittington Cricket/Bowls Club AGM in the
Clubhouse

10:00am-12:00 noon Whittington Senior Citizens Coffee and Mince
Pie Morning — entrance by donation — everyone
welcome; further details on page 10-12

ADVENT SUNDAY
8:00am Holy Communion
11:00am Parish Communion

7:00 for 7:30pm Bingo at the White Lion 5



28 10:30am-12:00 noon Cameo in church (Come and Meet Each Other)

29 2:00pm Praise and Play in church
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Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of September 2022

HOLY BAPTISM
“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”

18" September 2022  Darragh Michael George Currah-Jones
of Park Crescent

HOLY MATRIMONY
We sent our Best Wishes to:-

27" August 2022 Artur Radoslaw Macnicki
and Amy Jane Whalen
both of Penrhos Court

REQUIESCAT IN PACE
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace”

11" September 2022  Dorothy Hannah Bussey

aged 79 of Trimpley Street, Ellesmer Q)
GEI%#
16" September 2022  Muriel Elizabeth Harris (

Aged 80 of Penybryn Avenue

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

In June Danny and Carole O’Ryan kindly hosted an afternoon tea party to
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee for residents of Rosehill, in aid of
Brain Tumour Research; it raised £150 in donations. Very sadly Malcolm
passed away the following month, but thanks to the generous donations
given in his memory I have been able to send an additional £500 to Brain
Tumour Research plus £500 to the Severn Hospice. I would like to thank
Danny and Carole O’Ryan for hosting the tea party, and all those who came,
along with everyone who gave so generously in Malcolm’s memory at his

funeral. Julie Morris
6

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS

Barbara Molesworth generously opened her home in late
September so that family, friends and neighbours could
join her in celebrating her 90® birthday. Barbara is still
very active working in her garden and for her Wednesday
plant stall in the Memorial Hall. She continues to open -
her garden and home to raise funds for Save the Children, something that she
used to do alongside her late husband Doug. One of her friends from the
Hardy Plant Society contacted the charity about Barbara’s big day and they
sent a lovely certificate of congratulations, and thanks, for her 40 plus years
of support. Many, many congratulations Barbara.

YOU ARE Save the Children
WLEALE CHRISTMAS
INVITED TO A

JUMPER DAY

at Garden Croft, Daisy Lane, Whittington, SY11 4EA

SATURDAY 10 DECEMBER
10:00am — 4:00pm

Seasonal Refreshments
Donations to Save the Children

For more information contact 01691 650711

We would be so pleased to see you — any jumper will do —
Everyone Welcome
7



HARVEST LUNCH

Everyone who came enjoyed a wonderful lunch of cold meats, supplied by
Jamie Ward, salads, and a wide choice of both hot and cold sweets at the
Harvest Lunch at the beginning of October. Our thanks go those who
generously donated raffle prizes, a cheque for £240 has been forwarded to
the West Midland Air Ambulance Charity. And, as a result of the donation of
salads and sweets, £630 was raised for church funds. Thank you all so much.

The Churchwarden

Although the League season finished in

& early September, the Club entered a team in

blfﬂlg“u the Floodlit league competition. Winning the

i {/ Gricket Glub round robin games at the Church club, the

- Whittington, team of Hannah and Ben Hampson, Aled
Y Shrepskive, Y11 470 Dayies and Brian Whitley proceeded to the

semi-final at Johnstown Bowling Club. Unfortunately, in a keenly fought

game, Brymbo came out on top with an eight-point victory, with Llanrhaeadr
defeating them in the final.

QUIZ NIGHT ;
! THURS IONOVEMBER '

I 7:00 FTOR 7:30PM START i

£20 FOR A TEAM OF 4 5

: (REFRESHMENTS INCLUDED) I
I

|
| ENTER VIA WEBSITE OR ON THE
: NIGHT

The AGM will be held on Thursday 24" November at 7:30pm in the
Clubhouse. All members are requested to attend the meeting along with
anyone interested in joining the club.

Further information is available — whittingtonbowlssec@outlook.com

8 Mike Brunt

BE PREPARED!
BN - - (NN I N - - L - ] LN = 1
| Magazine Subscription |

I
I Next month there will be an envelope stapled to the e [
I front of your magazine for your “Ripple” £5.50 (< ) |
I subscription money. For those who pay yearly in :
advance this means a free magazine over buying a copy singly each [
| month. Subscription is the only way to guarantee your monthly copy |

| Please return your subscription to your delivery person before the end of
December to take advantage of the reduction; they will be calling in the
[ week prior to Christmas Day, or shortly after, with your January edition. |

I Have you put your name on the envelope? I
I Everyone involved with the magazine says thank you for your continued I
support and expresses special thanks to all distributors.

U T

Riding and Striding and Remembering our Queen

A young lady of about seven years of age came into Church with her family
that first day, the 10" September. She looked at me with a sorrowful
expression and said “The Queen has died”. A strange day with mixed
emotions. It was of course the then ‘postponed’ day of the 2022 Shropshire
Historic Churches Trust Sponsored Ride and Stride. However, just in case,
we opened and some determined Ride and Striders from other local churches
did come. We signed their Sponsor forms; they signed in with us and one or
two had biscuits and a drink. But that day became very special afterwards, in
double quick time Margery Mellor and our hard-working Churchwardens
ensured that a display for Queen Elizabeth with a Condolence book was

available. Seeing many visitors wanting to say thank you and farewell to Her
Majesty was memorable in self.

Two weeks later on the 24" we opened up again on the rescheduled date for
any Ride and Striders. Ok, so we only had one Sponsored Motor Bike Ride
and Strider, but we were delighted to see him as we were those casual
visitors pleased to see that we were an open and welcoming Church. But the
real story of the day was our David Wynne doing his mammoth bike ride. In
9



an incredible short time he visited thirteen places
of worship. He gave himself a very brief break,
circumnavigated roadworks, doing the sort of
timing that said things like....1:30pm at the
Methodist Church, Maesbrook thence 1:40pm at
St Mary’s, Knockin!

To whom do you say thank you, well certainly
Anne Hughes and Rachel Wigley, but also
Margery and both Gills and Joyce for making
sure I was okay. Especially however it is a big
thank you to all of you who sponsored David right up till the end of last
month, to a total of £250. If you have not already paid your sponsorship
money it would be appreciated as soon as possible please.

Let’s see if we can all really do more in 2023....... did I really just say 2023?
Don Howard

Sunday 6™ November
at 6:30pm
in West Felton Church

If you have been bereaved in the last two years please join us for our
annual service to remember those we love but are no longer with us.

If you would like your loved ones name to be included in the list to be

read out during the service, please contact Suzan on 658238 or email:
revwilliams1991@icloud.com

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club — Recycled Teenagers

We held our Harvest lunch on Tuesday 4" October; a very enjoyable get

together with ham and beef obtained from Jamie Ward, salads etc provided
10

by committee, and followed with apple or blackberry and apple crumbles
made by members, and to finish cheese and biscuits, tea or coffee and after
eight mints. Thank you to all who attended and made it a lovely gathering.

We anticipate having a fish and chip lunch on Tuesday 15 November to
carry on a tradition introduced by dear Philip Morris, who is sadly missed by
all of us. The cost will be £7.50 and include bread and butter, tea or coffee. I
will need names please.

The next monthly lunch at the White Lion will be Tuesday 22° November;
these are held the fourth Tuesday each month and have to be booked in
advance. The cost is still £10 per person and includes a two-course meal plus
a cup of tea or coffee. I must emphasise that any lunch that has been ordered
must be paid for, as the club will be charged for the meal should you not turn
up. Please contact ME on 01691 662236 if you wish to join us. Club
membership is not a necessity if you would like to join us one month, you do
not have to commit indefinitely, but many that do, end up as members — we
are a friendly bunch. ~

We are holding a Mince Pie and Coffee morning on Saturday 26" November
10:00am to 12:00 noon — entry by donations in aid of club funds. Tables are
available to hire for £5 each should anyone have items for sale etc; they will
be free for charitable organisations.

We have three bookshelves full of novels by famous authors available for
people to borrow in the small room at the hall. These can be accessed when
the hall is open — a small donation of 20p to hall funds would be appreciated.

I apologise if parts of my entry are repetitive, but there are new Ripple
readers all the time and they often come along to see what we are about. The
Monday afternoon whist sessions are now starting at 1:30pm for the winter
months as it is getting dark when they go home. Do join them if you wish to
play, or learn, you will be made very welcome. The cost is just £1.50, it is a
small gathering and more players would be very welcome. The monthly
whist sessions, held on the first Wednesday each month, welcome more
players each month. They begin at 7:30pm and there is a small charge of
£2.50 to cover tea/coffee and biscuits. Run by Carol and Derek Pope the
evening is open to all players, not just club members.

The weekly Thursday coffee mornings continue to be very popular and we
11



have a good natter and catch up. Again, club membership is not a requisite.
Around circa 20 members and friends meet any time after 10:00am and

finish when the washer-upper starts collecting the mugs!; we ask only £1.50
to cover the cost.

The line dance classes continue with Steve Mason on Monday between 7:30
—9:00pm, the cost is £6 per sessiongfor upper beginners and improvers, call
him on 07963662426 for details. Steve always welcomes both new dancers
and those that may not have danced for some time. Sonya holds Excercise
Classes on a Wednesday afternoon 1:30 — 2:30pm; this is great fun and is
open to all ages and capabilities. The excercises can be done sitting on a
chair or standing as the class progresses; come along and give it a go for just
£5 a class; regulars please note the revised cost. Eleanor Moss provides after
school junior ballet classes on Thursday afternoons. TNS hold Youth Club
Meetings on Thursday evenings during term time.

We are trying to be economical with our heating etc, so are asking users to
be thoughtful when opening and closing doors; we need to keep as much
warmth in the building as possible — it is a large building and the heating
costs are high. Thank you for your assistance in this matter, we are a charity

and depend on members and fundraising events to keep our heads above
water.

It is not too late to become a re-cycled Teenager; it’s only £10 for the year.

The following future events are planned:

15" November 12:00 noon Fish and Chip lunch £7.50 per person

22" November 12:00 noon White Lion lunch

26" November Coffee and Mince Pie morning — entry by donation

6" December  Christmas Tea

16" December Christmas Lunch at the Navigation Inn, Maesbury — menus
now available

Gillian Roberts Secretary 01691 662236

A~~~

THANK GOODNESS FOR GOOGLE!

Whilst I was delivering a copy of the October Ripple to one of our
subscribers she was trying to remember a poem from years ago; this was

before she had opened her copy to find that National Poetry Day was
12

celebrated during that month. I said I would investigate — in others words —
“Google it”. The poem was:

To a Lady Seen From the Train

O why do you walk through the fields in gloves
Missing so much and so much?

O fat white woman whom nobody loves,

Why do you walk through the fields in gloves,
When the grass is soft as the breast of doves
And shivering sweet to the touch?

O why do you walk through the fields in gloves,
Missing so much and so much?

I discovered that it had been written by Frances Darwin Cornford —
granddaughter of the well-known and respected naturalist. In addition, that
another famous poet, Gilbert Keith Chesterton, had written a response:

The Fat White Woman Speaks

Why do you rush through the fields in trains,
Guessing so much and so much.
Why do you flash through the flowery meads,
Fat-head poet that nobody reads;
And why do you know such a frightful lot
About people in gloves as such?

And how the devil can you be sure,
Guessing so much and so much,
How do you know but what someone who loves
Always to see me in nice white gloves
At the end of the field you are rushing by,
Is waiting for his Old Dutch?

o~~~ ~—~r~

What happens then? — A little boy was taken Christmas shopping by his
mother. He watched the escalator going down for several minutes, and then

asked with concern: “What happens when the ground floor gets full of
steps?”

Wanna do — When I was young my parents told me what to do. Now I am

old, my children tell me what to do. When will I be able to do what I want to
do? 13



CAME O-COME AND MEET EACH OTHER

in WHITTINGTON PARISH CHURCH EVERY MONDAY
g "t‘: = ]

SRR

10:30AM - 12:00 NOON

Come along to our new, weekly, get
together to meet other people from
the community

There’ll be tea, coffee and toast

Contact Suzan for more details: revwilliams1991@icloud.com or
Tel: 01691 238658

~ ~

King Charles IIT

‘And wherever you may live in the United Kingdom, or in the realms and
territories across the world, and whatever may be your background or
beliefs, I shall endeavour to serve you with loyalty, respect and love, as I
have throughout my life.’

These are King Charles III’s words from his TV broadcast following the
death of Queen Elizabeth. They reflect the Queen’s own commitment to
serve the nation for 70 years. They also express the continuity of
monarchy: ‘The Queen is dead. Long live the King!’

However, continuity doesn’t mean that things remain the same. King Charles
III will face different challenges to the Queen, but the same God works His
purposes through each of them. At his death, King David spoke these words
to his son Solomon: ‘Be strong and observe what the Lord your God
requires: walk in obedience to him...Do this so that you may prosper in all
you do and wherever you go.’ (1 Kings 2:2,3) These are words for our new
King and ourselves, as we seek God’s will in a time of uncertainty.

King Charles III has demonstrated his ability to get alongside people to ‘see
the value of each person as God sees them.’ (Archbishop of Canterbury). He
is also in touch with the important issues of the day. He has provided young

people with opportunities to change their lives. He understands the life of the
14

poorest in our society, and he is passionate about the state of our planet.

Let’s pray for our king, as he faces new challenges and opportunities: 7
urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving
be made for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. (1 Timothy 2:1,2).

Canon Paul Hardingham

SOUP LUNCH AT THE RECTORY,
AT 12:00 NOON ON THE FOLLOWING DATES

THURS 24™ NOVEMBER
THURS 26™ JANUARY

CONTACT SUZAN FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO BOOK
YOUR PLACE:

revwilliams1991@icloud.com — 01691 238658

SHOEBOX APPEAL

Every year many of you make up a shoebox of
delights for this Wrexham based charity to deliver,
which this year will be going to deprived children
/vulnerable adults and families in Romania,
Belarus, Bosnia, Moldova and Georgia.

However, as our own cost of living expenses go up some of you may feel
that you can no longer afford to fill a shoebox on your limited budget.
Instead, you might like to consider giving a gift to be included in a box
which will be made up of similar such donations.

If you are able to make up a complete box then any toys, hygiene items or
school items are welcome; packed in boxes, decorated with Christmas paper,

15



marked for either a girl or a boy in age ranges 3-5, 6-11 or 12+ and held
together by an elastic band.

Practical items that can be included such as toothbrush and toothpaste,
hairbrush/comb, facecloth and soap, stationery/pens/pencils/paper,
gloves/hats/scarves, new socks, underwear, crafting pack or sewing Kit.
Small gifts such as a soft toy, ball, game, puzzle, bubbles, musical

instrument such as a harmonica or recorder along with a photograph of
yourself.

Things that should not be included are medicines, food (except chocolate
expiry date March 2023 or sweets expiry date June 2023), no ‘military
themed’ toys or clothing, no dangerous items such as knives or razors and no
novels — but picture books and colouring books are OK.

Alternatively, you could contribute contents, for a home — such as utensils
(no knives), plastic containers, t-towels, bowls, cups and clothes pegs.

If you are unable to get to the shops then you can make a monetary donation;
it costs £3 to transport each shoebox, and if you are a tax payer then why not
gift aid your contribution, forms can be found in church, making it worth
£3.75. A gift of £15 can be used to make up a quality shoebox. Any cheques
should be made to Teams4U please.

The closing date to make your gifts is THURSDAY 17" NOVEMBER,
they can be left in church or you can contact myself prior to that date.
Thank you — Kath Griffiths

Don’t blame bad dancers

Not everyone can dance. But if you are the sort who awkwardly waves your
arms about and steps on people, it is not your fault —
here is some comfort. It seems that the ability to move
gracefully in rhythm and keep to a beat is not so much
learned as inherited. In a recent study, American
scientists found that the ability to stick to a rhythm is
encoded for in 69 different genes.

So next time you stomp on someone on the dance floor, take heart and

remember — you are probably just following in your father’s footsteps.
16

THE VERY NICE PRODUCTION
COMPANY

presemnts

Sat 28" JANUALY
7:30Pm
in Whittington Parish Church

Tickets: £10 to include a glass of wine
and mince pie

Some real-life notes left for milkmen...

~ My daughter says she wants a milkshake. Do you do this before you
deliver, or do I have to shake it at my end?

~ Please send me a form for cheap milk, as I have a baby two months old
and did not know about it until a neighbour told me.

~ Milk is needed for the baby. Father unable to supply it.

~ Please leave no milk today. When I say today, I mean tomorrow, as I
wrote this note yesterday.

Chicken rules — One day a new chicken
was introduced to the farm. The duck, who
was in charge, showed the new chicken
around. “This is where you go to get fed,
this is the water trough and that is the coop. Z
Chickens hang out near the fence, us ducks near the pond and the geese near
the gate. We’re friendly, but we keep to our own. Oh, and whatever you do,
DO NOT cross that road. You’ll never hear the end of it.”

17






