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SUNDAY SERVICES:
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Mrs Margery Mellor, 10 Boot Street, Whittington
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September 2023
Rectors Ramblings

I know many of us feel as if this year is speeding away at a rate of knots, and
frequently on visits to our older members I am reminded that the older you
get the faster time seems to pass. However, I was still not prepared for the
answerphone message asking me, at the beginning of August, when the
Harvest service for Haughton would be!

July has proved to be a bit of a disappointment in terms of the amount of rain
and lack of sunshine that we’ve had. But there is still so much to be grateful
for with fires ravaging Greece and the Canary Islands, and holiday makers,
and local residents, needing to be evacuated rapidly. I cannot help but be
reminded of how frail and vulnerable life can be.

Just recently, from the 26™-30" July, I had the privilege of being on the Kent
showground with around nine and a half thousand other followers of Jesus.
The only way I can describe it to you is that it is like Glastonbury but for
Christians. With various venues and styles of worship, it was on the whole
more modern and charismatic in style. In the Luminosity venue that was
running for young people, it was so encouraging to hear the reports, day by
day, of young people being set free from crippling anxiety and fear; and
finding a freedom to be who God has always intended them to be.

It seems to me that in our culture we are constantly being told what to think,
how to act and who to align our political allegiances to. However, I think if
we all cared more about those right on our doorstep then further afield our
world would be a much kinder and generous place.

When asked directly which were the most important of the commandments
without hesitation Jesus said “Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength; and the
second is namely this, love your neighbour as yourself.”
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As we seek to be the best versions of ourselves that we can be, showing that
love, care and concern for others, we can ask God to help us and to also open
our eyes to the needs of those around us and further afield.

Every Blessing

Suzan
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DIARY
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

11:00am Informal Service

9 *10:30am-12:00noon Cameo in church (Come and Meet Each Other)

Whittington Church of England School opens for
the Autumn Term

2:00-3:00pm  Praise ad Play in church

7:30pm Monthly Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall,
£2.50 including light refreshments

9:30am Holy Communion

9:30am-12:00pm Macmillan Coffee Morning at Castle Court, Castle
Street; further details on page 8

2:30pm The Home Group restarts meeting at 4 Inglis Road,
Park Hall, continuing the series “The Chosen”

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

11:00am Parish Communion
4:00pm Messy Church

LAST DAY for magazine material for the September edition of
“The Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 5 Boot
Street, Whittington — eaw4(@btinternet.com

10:30am-12:00noon Cameo in church (Come and Meet Each Other)
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14

17

18

19

21

24

9:15am First pick-up at Rosehill (9:30am at the hall) for
Whittington Senior Citizens day-trip to Llandudno
further details page 10

2:00-3:00pm  Praise ad Play in church

7:00pm Whittington WI meets in the Community Centre
HOLY CROSS DAY

9:30am Holy Communion

2:30pm Home Group meets at 4 Inglis Road, Park Hall
FIFTTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY

11:00am Parish Communion

6:30pm Informal Service

10:30am-12:00noon Cameo in church (Come and Meet Each Other

2:00-3:00pm  Praise and Play in church

6:30pm Bingo Evening in the Senior Citizens Hall; everyor
is welcome; further details page 10

ST MATTHEW

9:30am Holy Communion

2:30pm Home Group meets at 4 Inglis Road, Park Hall

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINTY

8:00am Holy Communion
11:00am Parish Communion

7:00 for 7:30pm Bingo at the White Lion



25 10:30am-12:00noon Cameo in church (Come and Meet Each Other)

26 12:00noon Whittington Senior Citizens monthly lunch at the
White Lion; further details on page 8

2:00-3:00pm  Praise and Play in church
28 9:30am Holy Communion
2:30pm Home Group meets at 4 Inglis Road, Park Hall
“ADVANCE NOTICE FOR OCTOBER”
1 SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
11:00am Harvest Festival Celebration
12:30 for 1:00pm Harvest Lunch in the Senior Citizens’ Hall; Adults

£12, Children (12 and under) £5; further details on
page 11

Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the months of June/July 2023

HOLY MATRIMONY
We sent our Best Wishes to:-
28" July 2023 Oliver Brian Gittins
and Alice Ruth Roberts
of Duddleston Heath
REQUIESCAT IN PACE ?)
“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace” %
24" July 2023 Rachel Anne Pyner (
aged 55 of Epsom Close, Oswestry
27" July 2023 Deborah Allsopp
aged 59 of Drenewydd, Park Hall
27" July 2023 Constance Marjorie Kempster
6 aged 81 of Maesbury

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Rector and Trustees of the Friends of St John the Baptist acknowledge
the following donation.

£25 in memory of Deborah Allsopp From her family

THANK YOU

Thanks to the generosity of those attending the
Bingo evenings on the last Sunday evening of
each month at the White Lion, £340 has been
raised for charity during the last three months. We
have sent £170 to both Marie Curie Cancer Care and the Veterans’ Unit at
the Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital.

Fu\'\d\‘(ﬂs“‘g

If you fancy a fun evening out, why not join us, you will be very welcome.
Bryan Williams

OSWESTRY SHOW “BOTTLE STALL”

We had a successful day on a really wet and sodden
Show ground on the first Saturday of August. Ruth
labelled all the bottles and with help from Lindsey,
Darren, Suzan, Ruth, Mike, Carole, Patrick and
Eleanor we had a very reasonably good day. The wet
weather didn’t impact too much on attendance, though
the muddy showground will take some time to repair. We managed to raise
£466 so grateful thanks go to all who donated bottles and all those who came
and bought tickets. Mark Jones

Blessings

The student was writing to the head of the mission in England who had
founded his local school in the African bush. He wanted to end with the
blessing, ‘May heaven preserve you.’

/\"\f Not being quite confident of his English, he looked up the word
.
»

‘V
‘preserve’. When the letter reached the head of the mission, it
ended with the words: ‘And may Heaven pickle you.’

P |



Macmlillan
CottcelMorning

It's time for a Macmillan coffee morning
and you're invited!

Thursday 7th September
9:30am - 12:00pm
Castle Court, Castle Street, Whittington,

SY11 4DF
hudsonﬂ

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club — Recycled Teenagers

In August a few of us visited the Black County Museum and enjoyed a bo:
trip on the Dudley Canal.

Our next lunch at the White Lion is on Tuesday 26™ September at 12:00
8

noon. Still currently £10 per person it includes a two-course meal and a cup
of tea or coffee. Please contact ME on 01691 662236 if you wish to join
us; membership of the club is not a necessity, so why not join us one month,
you do not have to commit indefinitely. However, if you would like to
become a club member for 2023 the subscription is a very reasonable £10; if
you are interested, please give me a ring on 01691 662236. Apparently, due
to being away on holiday, I missed a wonderful lunch in July of roast beef
and all the trimmings.

It is still not too late to pay your club membership subscription for 2023, a

very reasonable £10 only; if you are interested, please call me on 01691
662236.

The Whist sessions held on the first Wednesday of each month are well
attended; there were ten tables last month. Play begins at 7:30pm and there is
a small charge of £2.50 to cover tea/coffee and biscuits. Run by Carol and
Derek Pope the evening is open to everyone, not just club members

The weekly Thursday coffee mornings are very popular with time for a good
natter and catch up. Again, club membership is not a requirement. Join us
any time after 10:00am, we usually finish around 11:30 am. We ask for
£2.00 which is not a lot for a coffee (or two) together with a biscuit. A cake
or a glass of something is sometimes on offer if someone is celebrating a
birthday or anniversary. There have been several birthdays during these
summer months, so cakes have been on the menu regularly. This is a very
friendly gathering with new people appearing nearly every week.

On August Bank Holiday Monday at the Whittington Together Fete we held
a “Once Loved” stall to raise funds for the club with members invited to
have a sort out and donate unwanted, but useful, items.

Please note: Keep Fit sessions re-commence, after a summer break, on
Wednesday 13" September between 1:30 — 2:30pm and will again be run
by Sonya. Please come along and give it a go; it is great fun and very
beneficial.

We are having a fund-raising evening for club funds on Tuesday 19
September. Do please come along and support us, we begin at 6:30pm and a
£2 entrance fee includes the first game and a drink. The evening is being
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organised and run by Di and Phil Rogers; further details can be found
following this article.

Events currently held at the hall:

Monday 7:30 — 9:30 pm - Line dancing with Steve Mason for
beginners/uppers/improvers (phone for details 07963662426)

Wednesday 1:30 — 2:30pm Exercise Class

Thursday 10:00 — 11:30am Coffee

Junior Ballet classes after school during term time with Ellie Moss

7:30 pm TNS hold a Youth Group gathering during term time

ITEMS FOR YOUR DIARY FOR 2023

12 September 9:15am first pick up at Rosehill for Day Trip to Llandudno
10" October ~ Harvest Lunch

November Fish and Chip lunch plus a Coffee and Mince Pie morning
December 5™  Christmas Tea

December 15" Christmas lunch at The Navigation

If you would like to join us on any of the above, please contact me.

Several members have approached me about visiting a fairly local Garden
Centre, if anyone is interested, please contact me.
Gillian Roberts — Secretary 662236

Come and Join Us for an Evening of

Tuesday 19" September at 6:30pm
in the SENIOR CITIZENS HALL

Tickets: £2 and includes first game and a drink
Raffle, refreshments, money prizes & more
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HARVEST LUNCH

on

SUNDAY 15T OCTOBFR

in the | &

Tickets now available from the Churchwardens

A BAR WILL BE AVAILABLE
As always, this event is open to everyone

However, for the purposes of catering it is
important that we know in advance how many to
cater for, so please reserve your seat with one of
the Churchwardens no later than
Thursday 28" September

I
!
i
|
I
I
i Tickets £12 Adults - £5 Children (12 and under)
I
|
l
i
[
I

RAFFLE in aid of AIR AMBULANCE

Would you believe it — 2,000 silkworm cocoons are needed to make one
pound of silk.

20mph is how fast a bee can fly- but it is slower when returning with food.

5 billion pizzas are sold across the world each year according to estimates.
11



Whittington Wizards completed their
inaugural  Shrewsbury and District
Evening League season away to
Pontesbury without many key players
due to work, injury and moving house!
Despite this the squad numbers brought together over the summer still
ensured a strong eleven took to the field.

' (Smket Glub

— Babbinsweod Road,

' Whittington,

Shropshire, SY11 4P0Q

Batting first, the Wizards battled against some poor light and excellent
bowling to post a score of 112 for 6 off their allotted 20 overs. Joint top
scorers with 21 apiece were Connor Dyke and Will Walker, supported by
Harry Ruler (19), Dale Randall (14) and Luke Jones (13).

In reply, Pontesbury were made to work extremely hard in chasing down the
required runs, finally reaching 113 for 5 with only 4 balls to spare. Pick of
the bowlers was Dale Randall who bowled an excellent spell taking four
wickets for only 10 runs off his four overs.

The Wizards are currently in second place in the league standings, with
Welshpool in third having one game left to play. If they win their final match
then they will take the runners up spot by two points.

Irrespective of the final league position it’s been a very successful season in
seeing men’s senior cricket returning to Whittington, alongside the continued
development and growth of the Witches Ladies team who continue to do the

club proud with both their on-field performances and overall contribution to
the future of the club at Whittington.

The Witches have not had any matches this month due to the weather and
holidays meaning other clubs have been unable to field a team. They have
however been successful in obtaining the Clubmark Accreditation from the
ECB which is no mean feat. The ECB Clubmark is an accreditation scheme
for cricket clubs which shows that a club is sustainable, well run and
provides the right environment for its members. Clubmark accreditation also
means the club is recognised as a safe, rewarding and fulfilling place for
participants of all ages, as well as assuring parents and carers that they are
choosing the right option for their young people.

As the season draws to a close, we thank all of the players, volunteers,
12

parents and young people that continue to support the club and enable cricket
to thrive once again in Whittington.

BOWLS: September brings the end of the season with just the following two
matches to play:

Home Bowling Fixtures for September: Start time 7:00pm

“A” Team Tuesday 5™ September v Pentre Broughton A
“C” Team Wednesday 6™ v Brymbo C

Car Boot Sale: Pitch Fee £6.00 and refreshments are available.

Friday 8" September 9:00am — 1:00pm

Don’t forget you can also hire the club for your own event please contact
Jacqui Whitley to enquire on 01691 830901 or at jacquiwhitley@yahoo.com
Caroline O’Reilly

CAME O-COME AND MEET EACH OTHER
in WHITTINGTON PARISH CHURCH

EACH MONDAY 1 0:30AM - 12:00NOON

Come along to our get together to meet other
people from the community,
there’ll be tea, coffee and toast

Contact Suzan: revwilliams1991@icloud.com
or Tel: 01691 238658

Look what’s coming...

Blessings on thee, little man, barefoot boy with cheeks of tan,
Trudging down a dusty lane, with no thought of future pain.
You’re our one and only bet to absorb our National Debt.

Little man with cares so few, we’ve got lots of faith in you.

Guard each merry whistled tune, you are apt to need it soon.

Have your fun, boy, while you can, you may be a barefoot man!
Anon 13



SEPTEMBER at Whittington Castle — e

The Castle is open daily 9:00am — 5:00pm :

2" September 10:30 — 12:00 noon Eco-Warriors —
Our regular children’s club; dress s

appropriately for the weather, don’t forget to bring a hat e

if the weather is hot and finish with a complementary =3 ? A

hot chocolate. at kitchen@thecastle. All children must be L = ._;ei =

accompanied. i

5™ September 10:00am — craft@thecastle Join our informal crafters —
patch-work, paint, scrap book, sketch or knit, do it with

others. Find inspiration or do your own thing — there is coffee, cake and

laughter. Everyone is welcome, a small fee applies.

16"/17 September 10:00am — 4:00pm Craft Fair with unique crafts and
gifts from local makers. Admission is FREE, £2 parking
charge applies.

17" September 11:00am and 2:00pm Castle Tours — pre-book or turn up
on the day. FREE of charge, donations welcome, a great

opportunity to meet trustees and volunteers for anyone wishing to get

involved with volunteering at the Castle, £2 parking charge applies.
Kimberley Powell, Castle Manager
Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk -Website: www.whittingtoncastle.co.uk

A FEW HOURS IN THE GARDEN

1. Protect purple sprouting broccoli and other brassicas from caterpillar
damage with netting or a cage.

2. Sow winter lettuce under glass.

September is a good month to prune or move evergreen trees and
shrubs.

w

Good news for veteran gardeners is a 3-wheel wheelbarrow. With good
flexibility it may be pushed, not lifted and pushed thus
reducing strain on the neck and shoulders.

Flower of the month: Persicaria Amplexicaule
(Polygonum) This hardy perennial, with flower spikes,
growing up to 4% feet tall, flowers in pink, white and deep

crimson well into November. It does well in sunshine or
14

shade in ground that is not too dry.

Tree of the month: White Mulberry
(Morus Alba) The cultivation of this tree
began over 4,700 years ago in China to
nourish silkworms which devoured the
leaves ferociously; the more they ate the Ch

more silk fibres they produced. The tree has multiple branches can grow up
to between 30 — 60 feet tall, and bears male and female flowers on the same
tree. Thinking to cash in on the lucrative silk business, as early as 1609 King
James I imported thousands of trees from China and India, where they are
also a native species, and distributed them around the large estates in the
country and to the American colonies.

Unfortunately, he imported black mulberries, not the white variety to which
silkworms are partial. There was another problem —
silkworms are not hardy, and would not have survived in
our cold winters. Red and white mulberry trees can be
seen growing in the Garden of Remembrance opposite
the church.

o~~~

LET’S GO OUTSIDE AND USE FREE GREEN SPACES

New guides showcasing local green spaces have been created to encourage
people to spend more time outdoors experiencing natural environments to
the benefit of their physical and mental health.

Nine locations have been chosen across Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin to
make up the guides, which contain maps, photos and waymarked trails. Each
location has a free downloadable route, instructions on how to get there,
accessibility information, and details of what you can see and do.

This is one of the outcomes from a two-year Green Social Prescribing
project, run by a partnership between Energize STW (the active partnership
for Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin) and Shropshire Wildlife Trust, with
support from both local authorities in our County. The project is all about
encouraging people to access outdoor spaces to help improve their health and
wellbeing. The guides have been designed for everyone; from those taking
their first steps to get out in nature, to social prescribers based in GP
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surgeries across the County who want to help provide their patients with
options to access free local green spaces.

The 9 guides are available to view on the
Shropshire ~ Wildlife = Trust  website  at
www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/local-green

spaces. The sites are the Aston Nature Reserve at
Queenshead; a walk around Bridgnorth; Dothill
Local Nature Reserve, Wellington; Ellesmere and
Llangollen Canal Walk; Quarry Wood, Hinstock;
Radlay  Valley Local Nature Reserve,
Hollingswood, Telford; Rea Brook Valley Local Nature Reserve, Abbey
Foregate, Shrewsbury; Rough Park Local Nature Reserve, Woodside Telford
and Whitcliffe Common Nature Reserve, Ludlow. So, if we have some nice

days in September, here is a chance to visit some areas of the county you have
not been to before to enjoy.

If you would like more information about the Green Social Prescribing

project, please contact Sharon Smith, Green Social Prescribing Officer at
Sharon.Smith@energizestw.org.uk or 07903 018035.

Nikita Whitfield, Marketing and Communications Officer

Energize Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin

NORTH KOREA — how it all began

Seventy-five years ago, on 9" September 1948, the People’s Democratic
Republic of Korea (North Korea) was established, headed by Kim Il Sung.

Korea as a whole had been under Japanese control for most of the
20" century, with many Korean guerrilla groups fighting to regain the
country’s autonomy. The Second World War led to the surrender of Japan
and the division of Korea, with the Soviet Union occupying the north and the
United States the south.

Attempts to create a unified country failed, and two separate governments
emerged, each claiming to be the legitimate rulers of Korea. As a result, the
Korean War broke out in 1950, resulting in a great deal of destruction,
followed by stalemate and a line of demarcation between north and south at
the 38™ parallel.

16

The leader of the north, which became the People’s Democratic Republic of
Korea, was a famous and accomplished former guerrilla leader called Kim Il
Sung (meaning Kim Become the Sun), who because of his earlier exile spoke
very little Korean when he became head of government. He had been raised,
he said, in a Presbyterian Christian family, one of his grandfathers being a
Protestant minister. During the Second World War he was, for a time, a
Major in the Soviet Red Army.

He was in office for more than 45 years, being
succeeded by his son and then grandson, as North
Korea became a totalitarian socialist dictatorship,
with a centrally planned economy, closely linked to
the Soviet Union. At first the north outperformed
the south, but when South Korea stabilised and
bloomed economically in the 1980s, the situation
was reversed. The tension between north and south continues. Tim Lenton

Advertising terms explained:

NEW - Different colour from previous design.

ALL NEW - Parts are not interchangeable with previous design.
EXCLUSIVE - Imported product from goodness knows where.
UNMATCHED - Not quite as good as the competition.
FOOLPROOF OPERATION - No provision for adjustments.
ADVANCED DESIGN - The advertising agency doesn’t understand it.
IT’S HERE AT LAST — Rush job. Nobody knew it was coming.
FIELD TESTED — Manufacturer lacks on-site test equipment.

HIGH ACCURACY - Unit on which all parts actually fit.
FUTURISTIC - We have no idea why it looks the way it does.
REDESIGNED - Previous flaws fixed — we hope.

DIRECT SALES ONLY - Factory had a big argument with distributor.
YEARS OF DEVELOPMENT — We finally got one to work.
BREAKTHROUGH — We finally figured out a use for it.
MAINTENANCE FREE - Impossible to fix.

MEETS ALL STANDARDS — Ours, not yours.

SOLID-STATE — Don’t drop it on your foot.

HIGH RELIABILITY — We made it work long enough to ship it.

Here’s a fool proof way to tell right from wrong:
If the thought ‘could I get caught?”’ runs through your mind, it’s wrong.
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PORTION CREEP

Bet you haven’t notice this, but dinner plates have got
bigger. In the 1950s, a dinner plate measured 25cm
across; now the usual is 28cm.

And take a look at those very old wine glasses in the charity shops: our
grandparents served wine in what looks like liqueur glasses to us now. These
days, many wineglasses seem to hold nearly half a bottle....

~~

@ West Mercia
POLICE i,

DOING ONLINE THIS SUMMER?

FRAUD AND SCAM WARNING:

What’s almost certain is that they’ll be going online more than in term
time ... for entertainment, keeping in contact and chatting with their mates,
gaming, and the multitude of other things kids use the internet for. With all
the additional time spent doing more online, how can you be sure that the

young people in your family are safe from the issues they can encounter
every day?

Help your child enjoy a safe and confident experience online. Chat
regularly with your child about what they do online and get them to show
you. Get to know about new technologies and trends. Talk about the
potential negatives, like oversharing, seeing inappropriate content, cyber-
bullying, stranger danger, uncontrolled spending of money and spending too
much time online. Set a good example yourself.

Steer your child towards safe searching, websites and apps. Check what
they’re watching and/or sharing on streaming sites like YouTube and
TikTok. Encourage them to use child-friendly platforms like YouTube Kids.
Gaming, social media, picture/video sharing and many other apps and
websites have lower age limits for a reason, so you should make sure your
child doesn’t access those for which they’re underage. Download apps only
from recognised sources like App Store and Google Play. Add your own
email address when setting up accounts and apps for your child. Discuss

and agree boundaries and rules from a young age, including appropriate
18

online usage, always being respectful and how much time they spend online.
Empower them, but remember they don’t have the experience or maturity to
always make the right decisions. Consider setting up parental control
software and apps on computers, mobile devices and games consoles,
privacy features on social networking sites, safety options on search engines
and safe location settings on devices and apps. Turn on your ISP’s family
filters. Stay familiar with new game and social media trends, especially
those attracting negative publicity because they may be violent, encourage
gambling or leave the way open for messaging random strangers, potential
grooming or other types of coercion.

For video calls, ensure your child’s safety by updating to the platform’s
latest version, following its safety advice and checking that call invitations
and replies can’t be seen by anybody outside the agreed call group. Online
gaming is widely recognised as having many developmental benefits for
young people, but talk to them about potential negatives like chatting to
strangers, in-game purchases (like loot boxes, skins and cheats), and
overdoing screen time.Talk to your child about misinformation,
disinformation and fake news. Tell them not to believe or share everything

they see or read, especially in these days of sponsored ‘news’ and Al-
generated images, videos and text.

Warn your child about confidential information, personal details and
images/video about themselves or others they share in posts, profiles,
messages and chats. Consider what you share yourself. Without being
controlling, keep an eye on your child’s online activities and know how to
recognise the signs of something not being right. For example, criminals
have exploited increased online use for recruiting children into illegal
activities such as cybercrime and drug muling.

For more information, visit: www.getsafeonline.org/personal/article-
category/safeguarding-children. Source: GETSAFEONLINE
(Please feel free to share this information with any relatives, friends or
neighbours you think may be vulnerable.)

The perfect diet — What is the best and most infallible way to reduce your

waistline? Just move your head slowly from right to left when asked to have
a second helping.

To me, old age is always 15 years older than whatever I am. - Anon
19



Across:
8
9

10
11
13

16
19
22

HROEE
WIORRID

Where the Ark of the Covenant was kept for 20 years (1 Samuel 7:1)
(7,6)
One of the parts of the body on which blood and oil were put in the
ritual cleansing from infectious skin diseases (Leviticus 14:14-17)
Uncomfortable (3,2,4) 3)
“Yet I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have — * (Malachi 1:3) (5)
Where Paul said farewell to the elders of the church in Ephesus
(Acts 20:17) (7)
‘Jesus bent down and — to write on the ground with his finger’ John
Prophet from Moresheth (Jeremiah 26:18) (5) 8:6) (7)
Comes between Exodus and Numbers (9)

24 and 2 Down ‘Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy ministered

25

14
15
16
17
18
20
20

before the Lord under — the — * (1 Samuel 2:11) (3,6)
There was no room for them in the inn (Luke 2:7) (4,3,6)

Rough drawing (2 Kings 16:10) (6)

See 24 Across

Underground literature (including Christian books) circulated in the
Soviet Union (8)

Lo, mash (anag.) (6)

The Bible’s shortest verse: ‘Jesus — ’ (John 11:35) (4)

‘Can a mother forget the baby at her — and have no compassion on
the child she has borne?’ (Isaiah 49:15) (6)

Can be seen in a dying fire (Psalm 102:3) (6)

‘Send me, therefore, a man... experienced in the — of engraving, to
work in Judah and Jerusalem’ (2 Chronicles 2:7) (3)

Second city of Cyprus (8)

United Nations Association (1,1,1)

One of the women who first heard that Jesus had risen from the dead
Braved (anag.) (6) (Mark 16:1) (6)
— of Evangelism, outreach initiative in the 1990s (6)

“Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and — in their own
sight’ (Isaiah 5:21) (6)

21 ‘Neither — nor depth... will be able to separate us from the love of
God’ (Romans 8:39) (6)

23 What Jesus shed in 5 Down (4)

ANSWERA TO AUGUST’S CROSSWORD

Across: 1, John. 3, And James. 8, Near. 9, Omission. 11, Theocratic.

14, Asleep. 15, By-path. 17, Stalingrad. 20, Backbone. 21, Baca. 22, Whose
eye. 23, Seth.

Down: 1, Jonathan. 2, Heavenly. 4, No meat. 5, Justifying. 6, Maid. 7, Sins.
10, Acceptable. 12, Marriage. 13, Shadrach. 16, Plenty. 18, A bow. 19, Echo.
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[ RECIPE OF THE MONTH ]

It doesn’t always have to be fresh — a fish brunch for 4 using tinned salmon.

BRUCH SALMON HASH

1 400g can of salmon

1 egg

1 tbs cornflour

1 tbs Dijon mustard

1 small lemon, finely grated zest and juice

2-3 tbs olive oil

4 tbs flour for dusting
Tomato Sauce: Mayonnaise:
1 400g can chopped tomatoes in juice 4 tbs mayonnaise
1 198g can sweetcorn, drained 6 tbs roughly chopped fresh dill
(165 g drained weight) (optional)
4 tbs balsamic vinegar 2 tsp Dijon mustard
2 x 10g vegetable stock cube, crumbled  salt and black pepper to taste

Gently break up the salmon with a fork. Place in a bowl and add the egg,
cornflour, mustard and lemon zest and juice, then bring together.

Mold into 4 patties and slightly flatten, then chill in the fridge for 20
minutes.

To make the tomato sauce, place the chopped tomatoes, sweetcorn and
vinegar into a saucepan along with the stock cube.

Cook over a medium heat for 5 -6 minutes to thicken slightly, then keep
warm.

Heat a non-stick frying pan over a low heat and add the olive oil.
Dust the hash cakes with the flour and cook in the pan for 3 — 4 minutes on
each side; do not overcook.

Mix the ingredients for the mayonnaise in a small bowl.

Spoon the tomato sauce on to the 4 plates and place the hash cakes on top
with a nice spoon of the mayonnaise and dill.

o~~~

To entertain some people, all you have to do is sit and listen. - Anon
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On the absurdity of a vicar ever retiring

S ;5 4 The Rectory

ok St. James the Least of All

D \, :‘1“,,, 7“ ' My dear Nephew Darren

i

I' . t\ | Beware of being invited by bishops to drop round for a

chat. My first mistake was to answer the phone when he
rang; what are answerphones for, but to avoid having to talk to anyone -
ever. My second mistake was not to be able to think of a meeting I had to
attend -preferably on another planet - on the day he suggested.

I therefore found myself in his study this morning, waiting for the point of
the meeting while we negotiated the obligatory five minutes discussing the
weather and his summer holiday in France. I made it quite clear that I had
been far too busy to swan off to foreign parts — although I suspect the
implication of what I said passed him by.

We then got to the point. He was toying with the thought of my retirement
and linking us with the adjoining parish of St Agatha’s. I patiently explained,
using simple words and speaking slowly for his benefit, that at 85 and with
40 years at St James the Least of All behind me, I was just getting into my
stride and that the vicar of St Agatha’s, a stripling at 63, had nowhere near

enough experience to organise the hymn list, let alone two parishes. This,
too, seemed to drift somewhere above his head.

He had clearly done his homework. There were already plans for my Queen
Anne rectory to be sold and my five acres of garden be turned into a housing
estate. This news would be received by our parishioners with as much

equanimity as if they were told that Buckingham Palace was to be converted
into a sports centre.

The matter, I was told, was confidential — which meant that I only relayed
the news to one parishioner at a time. By the end of the day everyone in the
village knew, and a counter attack was being planned. Inevitably, the most
outraged were those who never attend church. People do so love having a
church not to go to. Congregations have soared, gardeners are being brought
in to tidy the rectory grounds, and the church council is now well attended.
The latter is a mixed blessing, as I always think that the time to get worried
is when people start to turn up to meetings.
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