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SUNDAY SERVICES:
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Distribution: ~ Mrs C Hughes, 9 Rosehill Close, SY11 4DY
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Rectors Ramblings

I wonder if you’ve ever had a moment where you’ve just watched the news
or read the paper and seen what’s going on in the Middle East, or somewhere
else in the world, and felt the absence of anything hopeful. There is a sense
that things are not going to improve and get better. But I think we all, as
humans, have an underlying need to have hope.

If you search for songs with a theme of Hope, something that a lot of us
need, the list is a little longer than you might at first expect. For example,
Emelie Sandé sings ‘I just hope I'm not the only one’ and Jack Jackson sings
‘you better hope you’re not alone’.

Experts say that the antidote to any despair might be hope. It’s one of the
most powerful—and essential—human mindsets, and possible to achieve
even when it feels out of reach. “Hope is a way of thinking,” says Chan
Hellman, a psychologist, the founding director of the Hope Research Centre
at the University of Oklahoma, “We know it can be taught; we know it can
be nurtured. It’s not something you either have or don’t have.”

As we begin our journey through Advent this year with the joy of Christmas
fast approaching, I wonder if we need to be reminded that the hope that God,
our Heavenly Father, offers us is much more robust and rooted in the reality
of all he came to bring when he was born as a vulnerable baby. As we enjoy
time catching up with friends and family over the next few weeks and
through the Christmas period itself let’s take the opportunity to be thankful
that we live in peace in comparison to others across the world and don’t
often fear for our safety. Let’s take the opportunity to be generous with what
we have. So that those in more vulnerable situations, financially and
otherwise, might have the chance for that grounded hope to be nurtured in
their situation and circumstance.

As we meet in Whittington church week by week, during advent we will be
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praying for the hope of the Christ child to stir in our hearts, and remind us,
that we are not alone. We draw strength from knowing the buck doesn’t stop
with us, but we take responsibility for our part in making our community a
more hope filled place.

Every Blessing

Suzan
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Prince December
of | 2023
Peace
DIARY
7:30pm “Christmas Bells” presented by The Very Nice
Production Company, tickets £10; further details on
page 7
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
11:00am Informal Family Service
7:30pm Quiz Night at Ye Olde Boote Inn

10:00am-12:00noon Cameo in church (Come and Meet Each Other)
2:00-3:00pm  Praise and Play in church

3:00pm Whittington Senior Citizens’ Christmas Tea in the
Hall; further details on page 8-9

7:30pm Monthly Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall,
£2.50 including light refreshments

9:30am Holy Communion

2:30pm Home Group meets at 4 Inglis Road, Park Hall

10:00am Decorating the church Christmas tree; further

details on page 12
Carols and Christmas Market at The Boote

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

11:00am Parish Communion with Scratch Nativity; further
details on page 18

2:30pm Carols at the Bailey Head

4:00pm Messy Church
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LAST DAY for magazine material for the January edition of
“The Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 5 Boot
Street, Whittington — eaw4@btinternet.com

10:00am-12:00noon Cameo in church (Come and Meet Each Other)

10:15am First pick-up at Rosehill for Whittington Senior
Citizens’ visit to the Grosvenor Garden Centre,
Chester; further details on page 8-9

2:00-3:00pm  Praise and Play in church

7:00pm Whittington WI meets in the Community Centre

9:30am Holy Communion

10:00am Whittington Church of England School Reception
Class Christmas Nativity, parents welcome

1:00pm Whittington Church of England School Reception

Class Christmas Nativity, parents welcome

Whittington Senior Citizens’ Christmas Lunch at the
Navigation, Maesbury; further details on page 8-9

10:30am-4:00pm Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day at
Garden Croft, Daisy Lane; further details on page 10

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
11:00am Parish Communion
6:30pm Carol Service with Llay Welfare Brass Band

10:00am-12:00noon Cameo in church (Come and Meet Each Other)

1:30pm Whittington Church of England School KS1
Christmas Performance in church, parents welcome

1:30pm Whittington Church of England School KS2
Christmas Performance in church, parents welcome

Whittington Church of England School closes for
the Christmas Holiday

9:30am Holy Communion 5



24 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT — CHRISTMAS EVE

10:30am Joint Advent service with West Felton and Haughton
4:30pm Christingle Service
11:30pm First Communion of Christmas

25 CHRISTMAS DAY

08:00am Holy Communion
10:30am Parish Communion with Carols

28 HOLY INNOCENT
9:30am Holy Communion
31 THE NAMING AND CIRCUMCISION OF JESUS

11:00am Parish Communion

Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of October 2023

HOLY BAPTISM
“We welcome you into the Lord’s Family”

1% October Elsie Alma Squire of Mytchett, Camberley >

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

From Sunday 26™ November a basket will
be seen at the rear of the church for
donations towards flowers for decorating

Please give generously in order for us to have a colourtul display which
needs to last at least four weekends. Perhaps you would like to give in
memory of a loved one, or to mark a special anniversary.
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JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF
LICHT ENTERTAINMENT

PRESENTED BY

THE VERY NICE PRODUCTION
COMPANY

BRiTaAS BEL(S'

songs From the Shows

on

frl 15t DECEMBER

7:30PpmMm
In Whittington Parish Church

Tickets: £10 to include a glass of
wine and mince pie
’ Avallable from: ’

W Mike 01691 670340 (S
or €ill 01691 662236




WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club — Recycled Teenagers

Here we are in December 2023, where on
earth has the last 12 months disappeared to?

All of the committee, that is Bobby, Carole,

Glenys, John, Marion, Mary, Sue, Veronica
and myself, want to take this opportunity to wish members and readers a
very happy and peaceful Christmas. We also thank you for your support
during the year.

I wish to thank the committee for their unfailing support and work during the
year. I know there are not many of us, but we work well together; the club
would not function without their hard work and support.

During this last year we have enjoyed several days out to Garden Centres,
seaside resorts, a shire horse establishment and the Black Country Museum
which included a ride along the canal and through the tunnels. We have had
several teas at the hall and attended monthly lunches at the White Lion.
Thanks are extended to Mary and Brian and their fantastic staff for looking
after us all so well at these lunches. We also thank Mike Owen of Owen’s
Travelmaster, and his staff, for providing the transport to ferry us on our
outings; going out of their way to pick up and drop off some of our re-cycled
teenagers. It is very much appreciated.

We have two events in December, the first being our Christmas Tea on
Tuesday 5™ at 3:00pm, the cost is £7. The second is a visit to the Grosvenor
Garden Centre on Tuesday 12", please let me know if you wish to join us,
the cost is £15. We will continue to meet for coffee on Thursday mornings
during December as well.

The line dancing will continue during December, Monday evenings 7:30 —
9:30pm and there will be the monthly Whist Drive on the first Wednesday in
both December and January.

The White Lion Lunch in January will be on Tuesday 23™. There will not be

a White Lion lunch in December as we are going to the Navigation for our
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Christmas lunch. Last January 20 of us enjoyed a brunch at the White Lion
shall we try for a repeat?

We also need to think of where we would like to go for a few day-outings
next year — any ideas will be welcome, please consider the distance and
transport cost.

Once again, a VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS to everyone, and let’s look
forward to a healthy 2024.
Gillian Roberts (Secretary) 01691662236

Why King Charles never throws cake away

King Charles is on a mission to tackle food poverty and
rising food waste. It is said that he and the Queen eat
daily slices from the same cake until it is finished, as
part of a drive to curb their personal food waste.

As for the nation, the king has been increasingly
concerned that in the UK, 12 million tons of food is
thrown away each year — even though almost three
quarters of it could still be eaten, according to experts. In contrast, an
estimated 4.7million people are living in food poverty.

To combat this problem, King Charles has launched The Coronation Food
Project, to coincide with this, his 75% year. Up to eight new food hubs around
the country will store food, prepare it, and package it, before redistributing it
to organisations like food banks and community kitchens. The long-term
goal is to circulate 200 million meals a year.

In the meantime, King Charles is careful not to throw his cake away. Is there
one simple thing you could do in your own kitchen this Christmas, to curb
your personal food waste?

s~r~

Mother in a storm — One cold winter night, during a violent storm, a mother
was tucking her small, frightened little boy into bed. She was about to turn
off the light when he said with a tremor in his voice: “Mummy, will you stay
with me tonight?” Mummy smiled and gave him a reassuring hug. “I can’t,
dear,” she said, “I have to sleep with Daddy.” A long silence — and then
came his shaky reply: “The big coward!”
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Save the Children

CHRISTMAS
JUMPER DAY

YOU ARE
CORDIALLY
INVITED TO A

at Garden Croft, Daisy Lane, Whittington, SY11 4EA

SATURDAY 16" DECEMBER
10:30am — 4:00pm

Mince Pies and Hot Drinks
Music from “Bagpipe Andy”

Donations to Save the Children
For more information contact 01691 650711

We would be so pleased to see you — any jumper will do —
Everyone is Welcome

On how to make the most of carol singing
The Rectory
St. James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren

Carol singing is not what it used to be. My fond
memories of a group of choristers, muffled in

scarves and overcoats, carrying lanterns, and walking
from door to door in the snow, as they sang ‘While shepherds watched ...’

had to be suddenly revised when I saw your own music group, in T-shirts
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inscribed with ‘Jesus loves You’, singing ‘Little donkey’, in your shopping
centre. I suspect any money you raised would just about have paid for the
electricity used to power your banks of electronic equipment. Singing in the
main square of the Centre next to the fountain may have looked good, but it
seemed to mean that the choirmen were obliged to make constant trips to the
lavatory.

Here at St James the Least of All, carol singing is regarded as a staff perk for
the choir; the year when the Boys’ Brigade tried to break their monopoly was
suppressed with a ruthlessness that would have impressed Genghis Kahn.

Our annual carol-singing route involves months of meticulous planning. We
find that a transparent collection box is vital, so that donors can see what
earlier patrons have given. This means that those who are bound to put in
notes must be visited first — ‘pour encourager les autres’. It also needs a
detachable base, so that if coppers are given, they can be removed from sight
before the next call.

Those homes that contain several children are visited just after bedtime, so
that parents will give generously simply to get the choir to go somewhere
else. Veiled threats to stay and sing more carols (unless they give
generously) are usually very effective. Getting whoever looks the most
innocent and photogenic to ring the bell and ask for money is a far more
subtle way of ensuring a donation than planting any number of mafia
lookalikes (such as our church treasurer) on the doorstep.

The choir always finishes its evening at the local pub — but again, the timing
must be carefully managed. Too early and there will only be the landlord, his
wife, and their Labrador to listen; too late and people will be so full of
Christmas cheer that any carols will be hi-jacked and become the equivalent
of back-of-the bus rugby songs. Your loving uncle,
Eustace

Sums up Christmas — Three phrases that sum up Christmas are: ‘Peace on
Earth’; ‘Goodwill to Men’; and ‘Batteries not included’.
Red — What’s red and white, red and white, and red and white? Father
Christmas rolling down a hill.
Wise — A little boy rushed home from school and said excitedly: “I got a part
in the Christmas play!” “What part?” asked his mother. “I’'m one of the
three wise guys!”
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VOLUNTEER NEEDED FOR ONE DAY A MONTH
FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR

Do you live either on Rosehill or its vicinity?

Would you be willing to volunteer to deliver Ripple magazines — and once a
year collect subscriptions?

Please contact Chris Hughes: Tel: 662417
9, Rosehill Close — and thank you

SATURDAY 9" DECEMBER

10:00am

Christmas Tree Decorating
in Whittington Church

Come along and have a cuppa and mince
pie and get in the Christmas spirit

Sniffing out a wildfire

The National Trust has installed ‘electronic noses’ on Marsden Moor,
Yorkshire, which has had 7 fires this summer, to ‘sniff” out wildfires. The
electronic sensors will detect changes in the air and immediately report its
presence and exact location via a wireless network. This Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) is home to rare plants, wildlife, and carbon-rich
peat. If the scheme works, could this be the future for conservation areas?

i~~~

EXTERMINATE!

60 years ago, on 21 December 1963 the Daleks made their first appearance
on the British science fiction TV series Doctor Who. The idea was conceived
by writer Terry Nation and designed by Raymond Cusick. In 1999 a Dalek
appeared on a postage stamp celebrating British popular culture. Then in
2010 readers of science fiction magazine SFX voted the Dalek as the all-time
greatest monster beating Japanese monster Godzilla.
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FRIENDS OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, WHITTINGTON
Registered Charity No: 1014040

FINANCIAL STATEMENT YEAR ENDING 30" JUNE 2023

INCOME: EXPENDITURE:

INTEREST 729.45 WHITTINGTON CHURCH 632.50

DONATIONS 1,496.50 REV S WILLIAMS 63.00

BANK OF SCOTLAND

DIVIDEND 21.52 EXCESS INCOME 1,551.97
TOTAL £;,-2:7_;7- TOTAL £2,_247.47

BALANCE SHEET FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30" JUNE 2023

OPENING BALANCE CLOSING BALANCE

BANK BALANCE 6,183.02 BANK BALANCE 7,005.54
CENTRAL BOARD 24,443.86 CENTRAL BOARD 25,173.31

TOTAL £32,178.85 TOTAL £32,178.85

The above charity holds 67 ordinary shares in the NAtwest Group plc as
at the above date. I confirm that the above is a true record of the Trust’s
financial status as at 30" June 2023 and is in agreement with the bank
and investment statements as at that date.

e e e ) e ) o o )

CHRISTMAS EVE TRADITIONS

It’s thought the legend of the original Christmas sock dates back centuries.
The story goes that a widowed father was struggling to make ends meet, and
was concerned it would affect his three daughters’ marriage prospects. St
Nicholas, the Christian bishop Santa Claus is based on, heard about their
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plight and one night he emptied gold coins down the chimney, which fell
into the girl’s stockings that were drying by the fire. When they woke in the
morning the family were overjoyed by this
Christmas miracle; perhaps that’s why chocolate
coins are a firm favourite in today’s stockings.

The first mention of a jovial figure magically
visiting children’s homes appeared in a poem in
1823 “A Visit from St Nicholas” by Clement
Clarke Moore, until then Santa Claus had always
been depicted as a disciplinarian. Before it became ;
a Christmas tradition children would hang their stockings on Saint Nicholas
Day, the 19" December, in the hope he would leave them a gift while
naughty children were warmed they may find lumps of coal, rather than
presents, waiting for them. That’s inspired by Italian folklore, where Befana
(an elderly woman said to be searching the country for the three wise men
and baby Jesus) would leave sweets for the good children and coal for the
rest on Epiphany Eve, 5" January. She’s also sometimes known as the
Christmas Witch.

To add good cheer to the merry-making of English Christmases, posset was
drunk on Christmas Eve; made of hot milk combined with spices, lemon and
sugar, with bits of oatcake and bread sometimes added. The posset was taken
with a spoon, and lucky was the young man or woman who drew out the
lucky coin or the wedding ring which had been dropped in the posset cup.
During the 19" century Christmas Eve carollers would each be offered a
posset cup, together with a piece of apple pie or tart.

(&8 WE WISH ALL OUR READERS OF
% “THE RIPPLE”
A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS
AND
A HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

Big Ben Bongs — were reintroduced live on BBC Radio 4 on 6" November
2023 after a 5-year restoration project of the Elizabeth Tower. They were

broadcast live for the first time 100 years ago on 31 December 1923.
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LATEST POSTING DAYS FOR CHRISTMAS

UK internal - ‘;:

2" Class and Royal Mail Signed For — 18" Dec )

1%t Class and Royal Mail Signed For — 20" Dec

27" Nov — BFPO — Operational HM Forces ‘|
4" Dec — BFPO — Static HM Forces

-

!'-9-,'

International Standard (formerly Airmail), International Tracking and

E

Signature Services

6™ Dec — Australia and New Zealand, Caribbean, China, Africa,
Asia, Central and south America, Far and Middle East,

7™ Dec — Cyprus and Malta

8" Dec — Greece, Eastern Europe (Except Czech Republic,
Poland and Slovenia) and Turkey

11" Dec — Czech Republic, Finland, Italy, Norway, Poland,

Sweden, Spain, USA and Canada

9" Dec — Greece, Eastern Europe (except Czech Republic,
Poland, and Slovakia) and Turkey

10" Dec — Canada, Czech Republic, Finland, Italy, Poland, Sweden & USA

12" Dec — Austria, Denmark, Germany, Iceland, Irelands, Netherlands,
Norway, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain and Switzerland

14" Dec — Belgium, France and Luxembourg

NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS -
SUNDAY 18" DECEMBER at 6:30pm
With the LLAY WELFARE BRASS BAND

Come and hear the Christmas story retold again through familiar Bible
readings and Carols.
Enjoy some mulled wine and a mince pie too!
15



DECEMBER at Whittington Castle —
The Castle is open daily 9:00am — 5:00pm
2" Dec 10:30 — 12:00 noon Eco-Warriors —
our regular children’s club; dress
appropriately for the weather and finish with a
complementary hot chocolate. at kitchen@thecastle. All
children must be accompanied by a responsible adult.
5" Dec 10:00am — craft@thecastle Join our
informal crafters — patch-work, paint, scrap book, sketch or
knit, do it with others. Find inspiration or do your own thing — there is
coffee, cake and laughter. Everyone is welcome, a small fee applies.
24™ Nov — 23" Dec Art Exhibition ‘From the Darkness Came Light’ in the
Lady Eleanor Room by international award-winning artist, Elizabeth
Darlington, from Gobowen (last admissions at 3:30pm). Meet the artist and
discuss the origins of her work which have been inspired by powerful visions
that she has experienced when fighting for her life in ICU. An all-age Art
Competition is open to all, with works using any medium. 1. Up to age 11,
£1 per entry (prize: age relevant art supplies and award certificate). 2. Age
12— 17 £2 per entry (prize: age relevant art supplies and award certificate). 3.
18 and above £3 per entry (prize: a sumptuous cream tea for 2 at
Kitchen@theCastle and award certificate). Unlimited number of entries per
person. Need inspiration? Elizabeth is happy to offer ideas. Entry forms can
be collected from the Castle Gift Shop, and artwork must be delivered by the
end of the exhibition — Saturday 23 December. The winners will be
announced in the New Year when the submissions can be collected. Visitors
to Elizabeth’s exhibition will also be in with a chance to win one of her
pieces.

Kimberley Powell, Castle Manager
Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk -Website: www.whittingtoncastle.co.uk

Curlews in North-west Shropshire

The local Tanat to Perry Community Wildlife Group together with the Three
Parishes Community Wildlife Group have been working with Shropshire
Ornithological Society ‘Save our Curlews Campaign’ to try and locate all the
breeding pairs of curlews. Finding as many nests as possible, protecting them
from predators with an electric fence, and then radio-tagging and tracking
the chicks to see what happens to them.
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Between the two groups 12-15 pairs have been located; one nest was found
and fenced and three of the four eggs hatched, but all the chicks were
predated, one definitely by a fox (the tag was recorded transmitting from
inside its den), and the other two also probably by a fox. :

A well grown chick from a nearby nest was found and
colour-ringed, and went on to fledge, and two other &=
separate pairs also produced at least one fledged young. If §
you saw or heard a curlew this year and particularly if you &5
observed evidence of breeding, please tell us don’t assume we know about it.

The number of fledged young is less than half of the productivity that
curlews need if they are to maintain their population. The county-wide
curlew population is estimated at 100 — 110 pairs, and at the current rate of
decline it will halve in 12 years and become extinct in 25. We haven’t got
long to save them. The surveys monitoring lapwings and other priority
species will be reported early in the New Year.

Celia Todd, an active member of the Three Parishes Group, has spent a lot of
time monitoring curlews will be speaking about her experience, and showing
excellent photos on 13" December at 7:30pm in the Methodist Church Hall,
Castle Street, Oswestry and all are welcome.

We will be carrying on this work again next year and we need more people
to help with the surveys. There will be a public meeting in Morda next
March, but if you’re interested in getting involved, please email:
leo@leosmith.org.uk Leo Smith

- Locksmiths

e Local & Independent
e No Callout Charges
Free Security Advice
IDP Locksmiths (lan)
t: 01948 666116 Mm: 07918 617744
! e: idplocksmiths@hotmail.co.uk
w: www.idplocksmiths.co.uk

SESETETICTTR

s

What do you get Dad? — December is the month when the family begins to
discuss what to get Dad for Christmas. Some argue for a shirt; others hold
out for a pair of socks. But the argument usually ends in a tie.

17



NATIVITY
SUNDAY 10* DECEMBER at 11:00am

Come along, dressed as your favourite nativity character and take
part in our interactive family service with crafts, games, food and
more! Contact Suzan for more details on: 01691 238658 or
revwilliams1991@jicloud.com

MARKET DRAYTON — HOME OF GINGERBREAD

I learnt recently that Market Drayton claims to be the home of gingerbread; it
was first baked in the town over 200 years ago. The first known recipe
apparently came from Greece in 2400 BC, whilst Chinese recipes were
developed during the 10% century. The first record of it appearing in Europe
appears in 992AD when an Armenian monk Gregory of Nicopolis is thought
to have taught Christian bakers in France how to make it. Nuremberg in
Germany became known as the “gingerbread capital of the world” in the
1600s; known as ‘lebkuchen’ the biscuits were heart-shaped and decorated
with romantic messages.

The first documented instance of figure-shaped ginger-
bread biscuits was at the court of Elizabeth I. She had the
gingerbread figures made and presented in the likeness
of some of her important guests which brought in the
human shape of the gingerbread biscuits. Within a few
years of Elizabet’s death, the gingerbread pendulum had
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Swung to the dark side. The sweet fell so far out of favour that Dutch
magistrates declared it illegal to bake or eat the moulded cookies. Witches
supposedly made gingerbread figures, ate them, and thereby caused the death
of their enemies.

Market Drayton's first contribution to gingerbread is said to be linked to the
spice trade routes and Clive of India, who hailed from the town; there are
records of gingerbread being made by a Roland Lateward, malster, in
Shropshire Street from 1793, although it was probably made earlier, as
ginger had been stocked in high street businesses
since the 1640s.

The story of Billington’s Gingerbread, in Market
R um;;g ! Drayton, begins in 1817, when a Mr Thomas was
MY . baking gingerbread in the basement of his bakery
:jlé e ; and confectionary shop. Whether already conscious
T - of the value of his recipe or just out of family pride,

in 1829 Mr Thomas passed the recipe down to his
nephew W. Harper. Closely guarded for a further two generations, in 1864,
Mr Harper passed the recipe to his cousin, Richard Billington, and hence the
famous “Billington’s Gingerbread” brand was born. The family proved to be
outstanding marketers. Judging from their advertising, they would have been
competing with the trail blazers who were developing famous brand names
at the time. The Billingtons’ enjoyed success both locally and internationally
and claimed to sell to 15 countries including Russia and Japan. However, the
agricultural depression hit Market Drayton and the family hard, and it was
decided to sell the Billington’s recipe.

Two other local bakers tried to replicate the success the Billington’s family
had enjoyed but both struggled and it was former apprentice Mr. S.T.
Hayward-Hughes who was to rescue the gingerbread for posterity. Mr.
Hayward-Hughes preserved the gingerbread from any twentieth-century
changes and after his retirement in 1964 passed the business to his son John.
Subsequently he sold the rights to the product to The McCarthy Family in
1995, but the gingerbread is still crafted today using one of the oldest
gingerbread recipes in the county, with a blend of secret spices, a dash of
rum and golden syrup, now manufactured under licence by local artisan
baker, Mr T. Hopcroft, who wants to re-introduce Shropshire’s spicy secret
to the world.
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