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Rectors Ramblings

I wonder what your approach to the New Year is? I’ve possibly become a
little cynical when it comes to the whole New Year’s resolution element of
crossing the threshold from one year into the next. But this week, at the
beginning of December, I came across this poem written by an unknown
author which seems to hit the spot for me.

Take twelve whole months.

Clean them thoroughly of all bitterness,

hate, and jealousy.

Make them just as fresh and clean as possible.

Now cut each month into twenty-eight, thirty, or
thirty-one different parts,

but don't make up the whole batch at once.

Prepare it one day at a time out of these ingredients.

Mix well into each day one part of faith,
one part of patience, one part of courage,
and one part of work.

Add to each day one part of hope,
Jaithfulness, generosity, and kindness.

Blend with one part prayer, one part meditation,
and one good deed.

Season the whole with a dash of good spirits,

a sprinkle of fun, a pinch of play,

and a cup full of good humour.

Pour all of this into a vessel of love.

Cook thoroughly over radiant joy,

garnish with a smile,

And serve with quietness and unselfishness, and cheerfulness.
2 You're bound to have a happy new year.

With all we see going on in the world at the moment, an intolerance if you
like, of those who may think, act, behave or look different to us, if you take
the principles contained within these words, what a difference it would
make. Of course, we have no guarantees or promises of what 2024 holds in
store, but we can pledge to be kinder and more generous with our time (and
this speaks to me too, so don’t think I’m pointing the finger!), and looking
out for those on our doorstep or further afield.

In Matthew chapter 5 we read Jesus clearly saying “you are the salt of the
earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is
no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled
underfoot.” And “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill
cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.
Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In
the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”

So, I wonder what you or I can do to bring that enhanced flavour to lives of
those that we meet. May our words be seasoned with compassion and love,
kindness and care as we journey over the threshold from all that 2023 has
been, and into 2024 and all it has in store for us.

Every Blessing

Suzan

A Happy New Year To(
All Our Readers = 1l
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DIARY
7:30pm Monthly Whist Drive in the Senior Citizens’ Hall,

£2.50 including light refreshments

Whittington Church of England School opens for
the Spring Term

9:30am Holy Communion

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

11:00am Informal Family Service

7:30pm Quiz Night at Ye Olde Boote Inn
10:00am-12:00noon Cameo in church (Come and Meet Each Other)
2:00-3:00pm  Praise and Play in church

7:00pm Whittington WI meets in the Community Centre
9:30am Holy Communion
2:30pm Home Group meets at 4 Inglis Road, Park Hall

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

11:00am Parish Communion
4:00pm Messy Church with a special invitation to Baptism
families

LAST DAY for magazine material for the February edition of
“The Ripple” all material to Anne Ward, 5 Boot
Street, Whittington — eaw4@btinternet.com

10:00am-12:00noon Cameo in church (Come and Meet Each Other)
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18

21

22

23

25

28

29

30

2:00-3:00pm  Praise and Play in church

9:30am Holy Communion

2:30pm Home Group meets at 4 Inglis Road, Park Hall
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

11:00am Parish Communion
6:30pm Informal Service

10:00am-12:00noon Cameo in church (Come and Meet Each Other)

12:00noon Whittington Senior Citizens monthly lunch at the

White Lion; further details on pages 10 — 11
2:00-3:00pm  Praise and Play in church
9:30am Holy Communion
2:30pm Home Group meets at 4 Inglis Road, Park Hall
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

8:00am Holy Communion
11:00am Parish Communion

7 for 7:30pm  Bingo at the White Lion
10:00am-12:00noon Cameo in church (Come and Meet Each Other)

2:00-3:00pm  Praise and Play in church

Pt et

ACKNOWLEGEMENT

The Rector and members of the Parochial Church Council acknowledge the
following donation:

£50 in memory of John Henry Lea

from his wife Ruth and family
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Extracts from the Parish Registers
for the month of November 2023

REQUIESCAT IN PACE

“May the Souls of the Faithful Departed Rest in Peace” %ﬁ
(1

18" November 2023  Thelma Barclay
aged 97 of Rosehill Drive

25" November 2023  Sandra Jill Weaver
aged 82 of Rosehill Drive

bttt

The Children’s Society

The Time to open the boxes! This has been such a
\ difficult year for so many, so kindly bring your
Chlldren's boxes to church, or leave at the Rectory, by

' Sunday 21* January 2024, or alternatively ring me
SOCIety to make other arrangements, if necessary, please.

We can then get the boxes opened, and the contents
to the Society’s Head Office quickly. Once again thank you for your support
in helping the young people in the Children’s Society care.

Mike Phipps - 01691 670940
Parish Secretary to the Children’s Society

~ )

MUSICAL CONCERT

A varied programme of music was enjoyed by many in the parish church on
Saturday 18™ November with Mair Thomas being the headline performer.
Refreshments were provided by the group running the CAMEO get-togethers
on a Monday morning and were enjoyed by both performers and audience.
£480 of the money raised was donated to church funds and we are extremely
grateful to Ruth Fisher and all her friends for organising a splendid evening.
Gill Roberts

s~~~ i~~~

Did Noah fish? — A Sunday school teacher asked, “Johnny, do you think
Noah did a lot of fishing when he was on the Ark?”

“No,” replied Johnny. “How could he, with just two worms?”
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CHRISTMAS BELLS

A wonderful evening of musical entertainment was enjoyed on Friday 1%
December in the parish church when The Very Nice Production Company
entertained us once again with a wonderful selection of songs from the
musicals. Although the weather conditions may have kept a few away, it was
good to see a good number of new faces coming along. Everyone also
enjoyed the wine which was served with some lovely home-made mince pies
supplied by Ruth Haile. In all £757.50 was raised and this has been donated
to The Friends of St John the Baptist. Thank you all for coming along and
giving your support. Mike Phipps

Welcoming in New Year’s Day or Hen Galan

We are all very familiar with the Scottish traditions of welcoming in the New
Year, but what about traditions of our nearest neighbours — the Welsh?

A well-known Welsh tradition, still seen in some areas of south and mid
Wales is the collection of calennig. Many children miss school and tour the
villages during the morning carrying from door to door, as bearers of good
luck, a decorated apple or orange, pierced with three sticks and smeared with
flour and adorned with a sprig of box, fruit and hazelnuts, akin to a
pomander. The children usually sing a simple verse

such as:

“I wish you a merry Christmas,

A happy new year,

A pocket full of money and a cellar full of beer,

A good fat pig to last you all year,

Please give me a New Year’s gift for this New Year.”

In return they usually received a gift, food or money
for their troubles. Rhymes and songs are concisely
worded and their message was to announce the New
Year’s arrival, to wish the family a prosperous
twelvemonth, and ask from it ‘calennig’ or New
Year’s gift. The word calennig is derived from the
Latin word ‘kalends’ which translates to ‘the first
day of month’; the English word ‘Calendar’ has its
Two boys collecting  roots in the same word.

Calennig c 1904-1910 7



This tradition at some point crossed over the border into Shropshire at some
point; children around Clun are recorded to have recited the following verse:

“Happy New Year. Happy New Year, I’ve come to wish you happy New
Year.

I’ve got a little pocket and it is very thin,
Please give me a penny to put the money in,

If you haven’t got a penny, a half penny will do, if you haven’t got a half
penny — God bless you.”

Another Welsh tradition was the water ritual. Children would fill cups or
small bowls with spring water, which they’d drawn from the well that
morning, then dipped it into a sprig of box, myrtle or mistletoe. Then they
would sprinkle it either on grownups hands or faces or around the house, in
order to do away with the old year and usher in the new. Seen as a sign of
cleansing or purifying in return the adults would give them a small gift.

WHITTINGTON SENIOR CITIZENS
Over 50’s Club — Recycled Teenagers

o All of our Committee, Bobby, Carole, Glenys, John, Marion,
* N\ : Mary, Sue, Veronica and myself want to take this
- 7 \\ . opportunity to wish both club members and readers of ‘The
\ s Ripple’ a very healthy and peaceful 2024. We hope that we
can count on your support during the coming year.

At the end of November Phil and Di Rogers organized a Bingo Night in aid
of Therapy Stars Foundation in the hall and over £300 was raised. We also
held a Coffee and Mince Pie morning on 25" November, raising £150 for
club funds. Ruth Fisher and her music group kindly donated £475 towards
our club from the proceeds of the Musical Concert held in church on 18%
November. Our very grateful thanks to them all as we had roof repairs done

in November amounting to £1200, so every contribution is very gratefully
received.

In December we continued to meet for coffee on Thursday mornings and
Year 2 children from the school visited us on 7 enabling them to talk to our
members about their school days.

We held our Christmas Tea on Tuesday 5" December and there were at
8

least 30 people who sat down to enjoy a lovely spread. On the day before we
did think that we might have to cancel as we had problems with the heating
system, water pouring out of the roof, what a mess. Our thanks must go to
Phil Rogers who came over and was a great help; he contacted plumber Dave
Bebbington, who advertises in The Ripple. Thankfully Dave was able to
come in on the Tuesday morning and sorted it all out for us. Our thanks also
to Di Rogers who helped Phil put tables out for the tea as I was waiting to
hear from my dentist; I ended up having 2 teeth extracted.

On a more cheerful note, we had a trip to the Grosvenor Garden Centre,
Chester on Tuesday 12" to see the singing, dancing reindeers and spend a bit
of cash prior to Christmas.

Line dancing continued during December on Monday evenings 7:30 —
9:30pm, you are welcome to join us in the New Year. The TNS Youth Group
and Ellie Moss’s ballet classes had a rest during the school holidays.

The monthly Whist Drive will be held as usual on the 1% Wednesday of
January, the 3™ and the White Lion Lunch will be on Tuesday 23™ January.
We will need to give some thought to a few days’ outings for 2024 — any
ideas are welcome, please consider distance and transport cost.

Sadly, we lost two members during November, Thelma Barclay and Jill
Weaver, our condolences go to both their families. Our heartfelt thanks go to
Derek Buckle for the kind donation of a wheelchair.

Gillian Roberts (Secretary) 01691662236

Columbia Pictures celebrates 100 Years on 10" January 2024

Unless you grew up on Mars, Columbia Pictures has played some part in
your life. Who doesn’t recognise that opening ‘logo’ to a film you are about
to watch. Columbia was founded in June 1918 by two brothers, Jack and
Harry Cohn, and their business partner Joe Brandt under the name Cohn-
Branndt- Cohn, it adopted the name Columbia Pictures on 10" January 1924.

At first the company was a minor player, one of the so-called ‘Little Three’
among the eight major film studios of Hollywood’s Golden Age. Then in the
late 1920s it helped to have the director Frank Capra on board, and a string
of hits directed by him solidified Columbia’s status as a major player.
Columbia also distributed both Disney’s Silly Symphony film series and the
9



Mickey Mouse cartoon series. In the 1930s contracted stars included Jean
Arthur and Cary Grant before Rita Hayworth became their premier star in
the following decade, followed soon after by William Holden and Glen Ford.
During these early years the company could not afford to keep a huge roster
of contract stars, so usually borrowed them from other studios. These
included James Stewart, who got his first Academy Award for the 1938 film
“Mr Smith Goes to Washington”, Jack Lemmon, Larry Parks (The Al Jolson
Story 1946), and Lucille Ball. At Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, the industry’s
most prestigious studio, Columbia was nicknamed “Siberia”; and it was the
last major studio to use the expensive colour process, Technicolour, in 1934.
In the late 40s and 50s its TV production arm was producing programmes
which many of us will still remember — The Partridge Family, Bewitched, I
Dream of Jeannie and The Monkees.

Larger studios declined in the 1950s due to a
reduction in audience numbers, over 90% in
some cases, but because Colombia did not own
their own theatres their position improved. They
continued to produce 40-plus films a year, not all
of them good, but there was From Here to
Eternity (1953),0n the Waterfront (1954), and The Bridge on the River
Kwai (1957) all of which won the Best Picture Oscar.

Columbia did turn down Albert Broccoli’s James Bond Films, but did
produce the spoof Casino Royale in 1967. By the early 1970s the company
was nearly bankrupt and in 1972 it formed a partnership with Warner Bros.
in which both companies shared the same production lot. In the 1980s there
was E.T. The Extra Terrestrial, Kramer vs. Kramer and Stir Crazy. Then the
company was bought by The Coca-Cola Companyin June 1982 for
$750 million and went on to make more hits such as Tootsie, Gandhi and
Ghostbusters. In 1989 the studio was sold once again, this time to Sony for
$3.4 billion and in 2002 it broke the record for the biggest domestic
theatrical gross — $1.575 billion. This grew to over $4 billion by 2012
following such success as Skyfall, The Amazing Spider-Man, Men in Black
3, and Hotel Transylvania.

Back in 1924 the original company logo featured a female Roman soldier
holding a shield in her left hand and a stick of wheat in her right hand. In
1936 it was changed to the Torch Lady now stood on a pedestal, no

10

headdress and the text “Columbia” appeared in chiselled letters behind he
There have been many variations since and on 14" November 2023 Son
Pictures unveiled a special centennial anniversary logo based on the 199
logo for its unit ahead of its 100" anniversary which will debut in Madam
Web on Valentine's Day 2024. Today Columbia is the world’s third larges
major film studio.

~~ i~

Who needs retirement?

It seems that working into your old age can be very
good for you. Certainly, there are increasing numbers of
people in their 70s who are still going strong — and
loving it. As one 77-year-old swimming coach explains:
“It gives me purpose and satisfaction, and I get a real
buzz from the interaction.” As for celebrities, Dame Zandra Rhodes, 82
recently released her autumn/winter 2023 capsule collection and Dam
Esther Rantzen, 82, is still writing, campaigning, and broadcasting — all wit
stage four lung cancer.

As for leaders, King Charles, 75, has only just begun one of the world’s mos
prestigious jobs. And the next American president? Likely candidates seen
to be Donald Trump, 77, or Joe Biden, 81.

Certainly, medical evidence suggests that work is good for you. A 202
BMC Public Health study found that full-time and part-time workers score:
higher in mental health tests compared with retirees.

~

Synod backs trial of special services asking for
God’s blessing for same-sex couples

Special services of prayer and dedication asking for God’s blessing for same
sex couples will soon be introduced in the Church of England on a trial basis
This follows a vote at the last General Synod of a motion containing a1
amendment tabled by the Bishop of Oxford, Steven Croft, to bring forwarc
the standalone services based around texts known as Prayers of Love an
Faith.

PLF is a collection of prayers, readings for praying with and for a same-se>
couple who wish to mark that love in faith before God. The House of
11



Bishops had already agreed that structures for special standalone services
based on the PLF could go forward to be formally authorised under canon
law and expected to take about two years. But this General Synod motion
means that the services could be authorised for use sooner, but temporarily,
under separate legislation. That would enable the first standalone Prayers of
Love and Faith services to take place in churches at the same time as the
process of seeking permanent authorisation is under way.

The Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, and the Bishop of Winchester, Philip
Mounstephen, who have been co-chairing the Living in Love and Faith
steering group, said: “During more than nine hours of debate we have heard
very clearly what has been said, with passion and deep conviction, from a
whole range of different perspectives. The truth is — and as we have seen
again today — that the Church of England is not of one mind on questions of
sexuality and marriage. Synod has agreed — narrowly — that standalone
church services for same-sex couples should be authorised under Canon law
on a trial basis. The House of Bishops will now consider how best to
implement that call as we also commend the Prayers of Love and Faith for
use in worship. Yet we must also reflect on all that we have heard from
Synod — from across the whole spectrum — and redouble our efforts to find a
space where we can live with our current disagreements because we believe
that is what God is calling us to do.”

The Archbishops Welby, and Cottrell have said: “We have heard loud and
clear, through an extensive debate over two days, the depth of feeling across
the Church on these hugely important questions. So, while this motion was
passed, narrowly, we do not underestimate the depth of feeling and will
reflect on all that we have heard as we seek to move forward together.”
Why? — A young couple invited some people to dinner. At the table, the
mother turned to their six-year-old daughter and said, “Would you like to say
the blessing?” “I don’t know what to say,” the girl replied. “Just say what
you hear Mummy say,” the father answered. The daughter bowed her head
and said, “O Lord, why on earth did I invite all these people to dinner?”
Windows — A wife texted her husband on a cold winter morning: “Windows
frozen.” Her husband texted back: “Pour some lukewarm water over it.”
The wife texted back five minutes later: “Computer’s completely not
working now.”

12

New year’s resolutions are one of the most ancient
traditions to have existed

Every year, we make promises and pledges to begin the new year with a
better version of ourselves. From abandoning alcohol to working harder,
embracing exercise and the most popular one — keeping a diary, most people
try to keep at least one promise.

Did you know that this tradition is nearly 4,000 years old? The ancient
Babylonians are said to have been the first people to make new year’s
resolutions. They were also the first to hold recorded celebrations in honour
of the new year — though, for them, the year began in mid-March, when the
crops were planted. During a massive 12-day religious festival known
as Akitu, they either crowned a new king or reaffirmed their loyalty to their
ruling monarch.

Promises were made to the gods to pay their debts and they returned any
objects that they had previously borrowed. These promises could be
considered the forerunners of our new year’s resolutions. If the Babylonians
kept to their word, it was believed that their gods would bestow them with
good luck in the coming year.

The Romans continued the tradition. It was not until 46 BC, when Julius
Caesar proposed a reformed calendar, that January 1% was established
officially as the beginning of the year. Roman new-year festivities included
the worship of Janus, the god of beginnings and endings, after whom the
month of January is named. Romans would offer sacrifices to their deity and
make promises of good conduct for the coming year.

By the time the phrase “new-year resolutions” first appeared in a Boston
newspaper in 1813, the pledges were losing their religious sobriety. An
article published a few years earlier in Walker’s Hibernian Magazine, or,
Compendium of Entertaining Knowledge, an Irish publication, satirises the
practice. It stated that physicians had pledged to “be very moderate in their
fees” and statesmen to “have no other object in view than the good of their
country.”

Even now the making of unrealistic pledges has remained a tradition.

Take my advice. I’'m not using it.
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Bringing warmth to our local Community 5 JIE®

Sl
As the wintry weather sets in we turn our COMMUNITY

thoughts to those in our community who are m
vulnerable to the biting cold and the financial *
strain of rising energy costs. Community
Resource’s “Warmer Winter Appeal,” embodies our spirit of compassion
and unity. The appeal aims to provide warmth and comfort to local
vulnerable households at risk of fuel poverty during colder, winter months.

Supporting Shropshive Commumitios since 1960

Rising energy costs make it increasingly difficult for many households to
afford the basic necessity of a warm and comfortable home and our “Warmer
Winter Appeal” is our response to this challenge within our communities.

You can get involved by making a donation to our appeal which will use it to
help those struggling families with payment of energy debts, the provision of
coal, logs or oil to those-living off-gas who cannot afford these more
expensive heating materials. We also help people who need repairs to their
boilers, so they can heat their homes, or need carpets in children's bedrooms
where they have none to stop drafts and keep them warm. Every donation, no
matter how small, makes a difference. We work closely with our referral
partners such as local foodbanks, debt advice organisations, the NHS and
Councillors to ensure our beneficiaries are getting all round support where
they need it.

You can also spread the word with your friends, family and neighbours,
encouraging others to make a positive impact in our community — together,
we can make a significant difference in the lives of those facing fuel poverty
in our community.

As the days grow colder, let us come together in the spirit of giving and
support. To make a donation please visit —
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/shropshirefuelpoverty or email our
Fundraising Manager — Stacey.teece@community-resource.org.uk to discuss
other ways to make a gift. Community Resource is an operating name of the
Community Council of Shropshire A Company Limited by Guarantee
4652487 and a Registered Charity 1096779. Registered Office Address:
Community Council of Shropshire, 4 The Creative Quarter, Shrewsbury
Business Park, Shrewsbury, SY2 6LG Tel: 01743 360641
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THE HARDEST FOUGHT AND BLOODIEST BATTLE
OF THEM ALL

Eighty years ago, from the 17" January until the 18" May 1944 the Battle of
Monte Cassino, also known as the Battle for Rome, took place in Italy.
Monte Cassino was a Catholic monastery, a symbol of peace, situated on a
rocky hill above the town of Cassino.

Benedict of Nursia established the very first monastery of his new order on
this promontory in 529 AD. The site possessed historical importance prior to
his arrival having been the location for an ancient Roman Temple of Apollo
for more than 1,000 years. Its strict standard became the foundation of
further monasteries founded by Benedict throughout Europe. Inside the
Abbey, monks painstakingly worked to preserve both contemporary and
ancient texts, ensuring important documents and manuscripts were not lost to
the ravages of time. The Abbey had been rebuilt many times as a result of
natural disasters and sieges and the complex that stood above Cassino in
1944 was built mainly in the 16" and 17® centuries.

The Allied progress up the “boot” of Italy had ground to a halt during the
winter of 194344, thwarted by the Nazis’ Gustav Line (one of three
that comprised the “Winter Lines” and the main one that spanned 100 miles
across the width of the peninsula, from the Tyrrhenian Sea in the southwest
to the Adriatic Sea on the northeast coast). The towering hill of Monte
Cassino—topped by the monastery—was the linchpin of the line that the
Allies were determined to capture, because breaking through the Gustav Line
was necessary for reaching Rome, which was finally captured on June 5%;
Monte Cassino overlooked the main highway leading to the capital.

The battle consisted of four engagements. The first (January 17" —February
11") was conducted by French and U.S. troops, and the Allies were repulsed
by the Germans, led by elite Luftwaffe paratroopers. The second (February
15"-18™) was controlled by the New Zealand and 4™ Indian Divisions and
involved an attack on the famous monastery. The British divisional
commanders demanded that the monastery be destroyed, although the
German military had formally declared that their troops would not use the
building; the Germans had actually evacuated the monks and the art
treasures housed at the abbey to Rome. Despite reservations, the monastery
was flattened by U.S. bombers, whereupon Nazi paratroopers moved into the
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The Abbey after the Allied Bombing

ruins, which made an excellent defensive position. The subsequent Allied
assault was thrown back with heavy casualties. The third engagement
(March 15™-26™) was also an Allied failure. The fourth engagement (May
11™-18"), spearheaded by the Polish Corps, which faced fierce counter-
attacks and suffered heavy losses, finally took the hill. The Germans had
already decided to retire to a new defensive line farther north, and, when the
lead Polish troops gained the summit of the hill on May 18", they found it
unoccupied, except for some wounded soldiers unable to travel. More than
900 Polish troops had died in the battle; the large white “Monument to the
Battle of Monte Cassino” in Warsaw commemorates the bravery and
sacrifice of these troops. Losses for the Allied forces numbered 105,000
casualties, and the Germans suffered 80,000 casualties. Two monks who had
remained at the Abbey survived the attack, but an estimated 115 refugees
taking shelter perished during the attack. The total ruin of Monte Cassino
evoked mixed emotions on both sides and remains one of the most debated
decisions of the war itself.
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JANUARY at Whittington Castle —
The Castle is open daily 9:00am — 5:00pm

2" January  10:00am — craft@thecastle Join our
informal crafters — patch-work, paint
scrap book, sketch or knit, do it with others. Find
inspiration or do your own thing — there is coffee,
cake and laughter. Everyone is welcome, a small fee
applies.
6™ January  10:30 — 12:00 noon Eco-Warriors — our regular children’s
club; dress appropriately for the weather and finish with a
complementary hot chocolate. at kitchen@thecastle. All children must be
accompanied by a responsible adult.

£l

Kimberley Powell, Castle Manager
Telephone 01691 662500
E-mail: info @whittingtoncastle.co.uk -Website: www.whittingtoncastle.co.uk

A.S.A.P.

Have you ever considered the abbreviation A.S.A.P. (As Soon As Possible)?
Generally, it brings even more hurry and stress into our lives, but there is
another way to think of A.S.A.P, which may help us deal with difficult
times.

When there’s work to do, and deadlines to meet, and colleagues are rushing
around, here’s what you can do to help — Always Say a Prayer. When your
worries mount up and you don’t know how you are ever going to cope with
what is coming at you — Always Say a Prayer.

God knows how stressful our lives can be, and He wants to ease our cares.
In the Bible He promises to respond to our calls for help. So — call Him!
A.S.AP.!

Answered prayer — During the minister’s prayer one Sunday, there was a
loud whistle from one of the back pews. Tommy’s mother was horrified. She
pinched him into silence and, after church, asked, “Tommy, whatever made
you do such a thing?” Tommy answered soberly, “I asked God to teach me
to whistle, and He did!”

Common sense isn’t
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IN THE GARDEN

1. To overwinter dahlias put the dry tubers in the smallest possible pot
with dry soil or grit, and store in a dry, frost-free place. For extra
insulation place in a cardboard box.

2. January is the best time to give the greenhouse a thorough tidy and
clean, enabling maximum light through the glass.

Flower of the month: Cyclamen Coum — With
marbled leaves and pink flowers this short plant
flowers on the shortest day of the year and continues
through to February. It has a flat tuberos root which
should be planted just below soil level and prefers
light shade.

Tree of the month: Pedunculate Oak (Quercus
Rober) — A tree renowned for its durablhty and longev1ty, it is pnzed for its
shelter, longevity and ornament. The tree is of :
particular interest in Shropshire for its well-known
group of nine oaks just outside Shrewsbury. One
of these is the ‘Darwin Oak’, so called because

it grows close to ‘The Mount’, Darwin’s home.
This venerable tree is 550 years old with a girth of
seven metres (23 feet). Trees of this size bear huge
numbers of densely packed leaves which store
carbon, making a real contribution to the
environment. A big cause for concern is that all of
these venerable giants are due to be felled to make
room for the new Shrewsbury bypass, a grave
decision.

From medical records....

~ On the second day, the knee was better and on the third day it had
completely disappeared.

~ The patient has been depressed ever since she began seeing me in 2022.

~ She slipped on wet leaves in late September, and her legs went in separate
directions.

~ The patient was released to the Outpatient department without dressing.

~ She is numb from the toes down.
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ANOTHER LOOK BACK

Delving into those 70s Whittington News magazines again I find in one of
them a list of the production staff: Editor — Tony Butler (Rector); Assistant
Editor — Peter Smith; Finance Manager — Richard Graves; Advertising —
John Carroll and Printer: Geoff Williams. A regular contributor used the
pseudonym ‘Jackdaw’ and I have yet to discover their name. My first
thought had been that it was the late Philip Morris, who had kept these
copies of the magazines I am exploring, but several different editions there is
an article from “Morhys” which is a familiar name used by Philip. Jackdaw
seems to be someone who had access to church records as there are often
quotes from notes made in the church records by previous Rectors.

Apart from news of the various village organisations articles included such
topics as in May 75 as to whether the roadworks on the A495 (Oswestry to
Ellesmere) might prejudice the village by-pass, a topic still being discussed
in the July *76 edition with comments about the speed of traffic entering the
village on the A5 from Gobowen. I think we have given up on that wish.

In June 75 it was the ‘vote on the great European Question’, a referendum to
confirm continuing membership of the EEC, following renegotiations led by
PM Harold Wilson. Quoting directly from the article “Personally, I find
myself confused by the arguments for and against staying in or coming out.
So many of the ‘pundits’ put their own ideas in such a vindictive and
aggressive way that one wonders if they are trying to hide their political
ambition under a thin veneer of concern for the people?” Sound familiar?
Have no fear readers — no politics in “The Ripple”.

Other topics included whether dog licensing should be compulsory and the
problems of dog fouling. Moving on to January ’76 there was the
announcement that the new Community Centre would be opening soon
following a busy twelve months of fund raising. In the same edition it was
reported that the village branch of the County Library was to close, a
decision taken at Borough and County level, without reference to our

representative at either, thus preventing any form of protest having time to be
organised.

Next time a look at some of the pen-wit-manship of some of the, often
anonymous, contributors.
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